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1. Introduction 

 
This is a report on a course taught at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Fall 
2007: AFRO 100 Introduction to African American Studies.  This is the foundation 
course for the Major in African American Studies approved by the UIUC Faculty Senate 
Fall 2007. 
 
There are several approaches to this course, all bringing the legitimacy of varying 
disciplinary orientations, ideological perspectives, and methodological arguments.  On 
the other hand, the coherence of the discipline of Black Studies demands all of the efforts 
we can make toward the standardization of this basic course so that there will be some 
level of continuity across the 350 institutions giving degrees in the field as well as those 
offering a cognate set of courses.  A step in this direction can be based on the 
documentation of best practices so that we can affirm continuities and clarify 
dissimilarities throughout the discipline.  All of the accompanying material is also 
available on the course website www.eblackstudies.org/urbana.  All criticisms are 
welcome, as are all related materials from other courses. 
 
Historical background 
 
The first Intro course I taught was in the early 1970s, in the Freshman Interdisciplinary 
Program at Fisk University entitled “Modern Society and Black People.”  It was modeled 
after a graduate course I took at the University of Chicago with Profs Morris Janowitz 
and Lloyd Fallers called Modern Society and Culture.”  I team taught with Ron Bailey 
and the late Joseph Seward.  I recruited Prof Bailey to Fisk from his doctoral studies at 
Stanford under Prof St. Clair Drake, while Prof Seward was a recruit from a position at 
the University of Ghana where he was teaching political economy and researching the 
economics of cocoa.  The practice of writing weekly papers was first initiated at this 
time.  I still have copies of the essays from this first class.  I am often surprised at the 
level of theoretical and analytical sophistication in these papers. 
 
This started a process that has been continuing over the last 40 years.  The main result has 
been a text book and a related national dialogue.  There have been six editions of this 
book with multiple printings of each one.  It started out as an extended course outline 
 

1. Intro White:  an extended course outline 
 

2. Intro Brown:  a study guide for campus and community 
 

3. Intro Green:  a study guide, extended to include a paradigmatic canon 
 

4. Intro Blue (2 volume anthology):  a full anthology 
 

5. Intro FIPSE:  full theoretical elaboration of the paradigm of unity 
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6. Intro PC:  expanded book with index by Peoples College collective 
 
Intro 6 was transformed into an ebook and posted at www.eBlackStudies.org by the 
student staff of the Africana Studies Program at the University of Toledo in 2002.  This is 
now a free download and has been accessed by more than 100,000 different people in this 
format over an 8 year period. 
 
The call was made for standardization of an introduction course into a basic curriculum in 
the NCBS Hall Report (National Council for Black Studies, 1980).  I was a leading voice 
on the committee and wrote the first draft of the report.  Even with ideological 
differences we were able to get this report approved demonstrating that unity was 
possible, and within that there could be diversity, unity without conformity. 
 
Our recent study (Alkalimat, 2006) reveals there is a consensus about the need for this 
course because a large majority of degree programs have such a course.  
(www.eblackstudies.org)  This creates a fertile field for collaboration and a unity building 
process.  This is a mandate for all levels of professional organization from the campus 
department to a professional association. 
 
Fall 2007 
 

1. the student composition of the course:   
a. There were 98 students who finished the course 
b. They were mainly first year students. 
c. The students had a diverse set of majors. 
d. 30% of the students achieved an A level grade. 

 
2. The syllabus:  There are several sections to the syllabus: 

a. Course overview 
b. Course objectives 
c. Basic questions for the course 
d. Weekly assignments 
e. Grading 
f. Required materials 
g. Learning strategy 
h. Staff 
i. The lectures 
j. The discussion sections 
k. Websites 
l. The weekly essays 
m. Course schedule and assignments 

 
3. The lectures:  Each lecture has a power point presentation of from 20 to 35 slides, 

and usually lasted from 9:00 am until 10:50 am.  The class was located in the 
lecture hall of the main library in a technology rich environment, so every day we 
were able to access the Internet during lectures enabling web based resources to 
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be part of the normal lecture content.  Every lecture has within it musical tracks, 
video clips, and special short discussion called buzz groups (during which 3-5 
students sitting near each other would turn together and have a 10 minute chat to 
share views about some aspect of the lecture topic for that day).Each lecture was 
video taped and posted to the web within three to four days along with the 
accompanying power point slides.  This was paid for out of my personal research 
account, costing $1,200. 

 
a. Introduction (one lecture) 
b. The Black Experience (four lectures) 

1. Color 
2. Class 
3. Culture 
4. Consciousness 

c. The dialectical logic of Black history: modes of cohesion and modes of 
disruption (one lecture) 

d. Basic Black ideological positions (five lectures) 
1. Panafricanism 
2. Nationalism 
3. Liberation theology 
4. Feminism 
5. Socialism 

e. The great debates (three lectures) 
1. The emancipation debate (e.g., The National Negro Convention 

Movement 
2. The self-determination debate (e.g., WEB DuBois, Marcus Garvey, 

Booker T. Washington) 
3. The Black liberation debate (e.g., Martin Luther King and Malcolm X) 

 
4. The weekly essays:  A 500 word essay was required each week.  Few stayed at 

that level, and some weekly papers were over 10 pages by the end of the term. 
 

5. The final:  The final required each student to organize all 14 papers written for the 
course, then to rewrite them based on the grading comments and a general set of 
final instructions (see attached).  The final projects then (including the revised 
papers and the original papers, with an introduction) were to add up to over 100 
pages.  Five of the projects added up to over 200 pages!  All projects had to have 
an original cover and be coil bound into a book. Everyone – students, family, 
friends, etc. – was shocked but approving of the challenge, though fellow students 
said it was too much for a 100 level course.  All this changed when the project 
was finished with praise for the student and approval for the assignment as a high 
standard that could be met with hard work and good coaching. 

 
6. The critiques:  Positive quotes:  Appended to this Introduction is a set of 10 

quotes from the student final projects.  These comments are rich with personal 
experience of family, roommates and friends in discussion of course material.  
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These comments are a powerful demonstration that Black Studies is a necessary 
part of the curriculum in general as well as warranting an undergraduate major 
and graduate study as well. 

 
7. The critiques:  Students were using the complaints of their friends that weekly 

essays and a final rewrite was too much work, but many defended the course 
saying they could do the work and that they learned a lot.  Almost everyone stated 
they learned from the things they didn’t always like! 

a. There was concern that 9 am was too early. 
b. There was concern that 2 hours was too long for a weekly lecture. 
c. The students thought that many of the essay topics were too broad and 

should be made more specific and concrete. 
d. The students wanted me to come to more of the discussion sections. 
e. The students wanted fewer paper, and more advanced warning about the 

final project. 
 

8. The celebration: A photo Gallery.  We had a special event for turning in the final.  
Again out of my personal funds (only $125) we had a pizza party and photo shoot 
for turning in the final at the offices of African American Studies.  Miles and 
Coltrane were playing, the pizza and drinks were going down, the camera was 
flashing and everyone was sharing the experience of finishing this final.  We had 
a ball, the way it’s supposed to be in Black Studies – academic excellence and 
social responsibility, with an environment of cultural celebration.  Attached are 
photos of a selection of students' final project book covers. 

 
Intro and Black Studies Pedagogy 
 

1. Black Studies Paradigm:  There are alternative theoretical models that have been 
applied in a course designed to be the introduction course to the discipline of 
Black Studies.  We use the fundamental idea that there is a general narrative 
structure to the African American experience based on a model of historical 
periodization.  We give priority to the political economy of the Black experience 
in terms of the historical periods and then we examine each aspect of the Black 
experience as an autonomous factor so that it can either conform to the general 
schema or generate its own periodization.  This is a research framework and not 
ideological dogma.  Our “Paradigm of Unity” is designed for inclusion of all 
points of view and ideological perspectives. 

 
2. The multi-media class room:  It is essential to keep the class room in sync with 

the life-style of our students, and this means it must be sound and image rich.  
Playing key tracks from the Black musical tradition and interpreting them in the 
context of the lecture is a good approach.  Google video and YouTube are full of 
video clips that are excellent.  I have tried to use a 15 minute limit on lectures, 
even with power point slides, before I use some sort of related music or video to 
keep firm control of their span of attention during the 2 hour class. 
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3. Basic skills:  We insist that writing and reading skills remain the primary focus 
even in this time of the information revolution.  The basic assignment of a weekly 
essay is rooted in our thinking that writing is the main skill needed in higher 
education.  This has not changed.  What has changed in the acquisition of 
information, hence we have fully incorporated web searches as part of our 
required skill set.  The most difficult skill is critical thinking.   

 
4. Academic Excellence and Social Responsibility:  In 1977 we held a conference at 

the University of Santa Barbara and it was for this conference that we created the 
slogan that was subsequently adopted by the NCBS as the national slogan for 
Black Studies.  This remains the dual aim, to be excellent on campus in the 
context of being of progressive service to the community.  This is like the 
tradition of the land grant university system created in the 19th century, applying 
academic scholarship to the service of the greater community. 

 
5. Identity:  This course is of value for different reasons to people of every possible 

background, especially whites and Blacks.  For Blacks it is essential for self 
consciousness and a mental skill set to negotiate the racist landscape of this 
country.  In fact for whites it is the same, only from the other side of the dialectic.  
Student comments tended to support this thesis.  For international students it is a 
sober assessment of their host country giving more of a realistic version of the US 
and preventing any misplaced utopian notions that could lead to an uncritical 
aping of the American scene.   

 
6. Foundation for a major:  As is usual a curriculum that forms a major usually has 

an Intro course.  This is our foundation course.  As such it deserves serious 
attention. 

 
7. General education core:  Indeed, this course meets a general education 

requirement and therefore we have to market it widely to the entire campus, 
especially those who advise incoming first year students during summer 
registration.  This is also a reason for us to have some contact with the high 
schools advisors as well as parents and alumni. 
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2. Recommendations 

 
1. Continue making the course technology rich 

 
2. Maximum outreach through enrollment assistance and counselors 

 
3. Build a new inclusive website for this course 

 
4. Team teach when course enrolls over 150 students 

 
5. Continue the assignment of writing weekly essays 

 
6. Continue using graduate TA’s to lead discussions sections and to grade the 

weekly papers, but faculty must visit the discussion sections at least twice 
during the term 

 
7. Continue to video selected lectures during the course 

 
8. Continue to post the power point slides for student and public access 

 
9. Select the top five books from the course and deposit them in the AASRP 

archive 
 

10. A documentary review of the course should be prepared each time it is 
taught. 
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3. Student Comments 

 
Student #1:  African American Studies.  When I was signing up for classes in June, I had 
no idea what this meant, aside from the fact that it fulfilled one of my class requirements.  
In fact, as a little white girl from the Chicago suburbs, I thought to myself “why should I 
care about this?...Then Professor Alkalimat spoke.  He was so passionate so intellectual 
about the subject of Black Studies that I knew, instantly, that I was going to like this 
course.  From that day on, I have tried to be at every lecture and discussion, eager to learn 
about a different aspect of what it means to be African American in this country today…. 
Frequently on Tuesdays, the discussion subject at lunch and dinner would somehow be 
related to what I had learned in African American Studies that morning.  I think I 
probably drove my room mate crazy when I would tell her interesting facts I would learn 
while researching for the papers, sometimes waking her up from her sleep to do so, but I 
was so excited about the things I had found out.  I had to share them with someone.  Even 
when I would be calling home, I found myself somehow bringing Black Studies into the 
conversation saying “We learned in class today,” or “did you know that….” 
 
Student #2:  If I were to sum up everything this course gave to me, it would be this:  I 
was blind and this course gave me sight.  I was naïve and this course made me mature.  I 
was a follower and this course made me want to lead.  I was a tree and this course gave 
me roots.  “If you don’t stand for something you will fall for anything.” (Malcolm X, 
January 7, 1965).  This is what this course taught me. 
 
Student #3:  My father and I have always had political debates, and he and I both noticed 
that since I began taking this course, I have somewhat different arguments.  There are 
many political events in the news that most people would not regard as having any 
relation to race.  But after this course, I noticed many aspects of race at work in the news.  
I am able to analyze a situation in a much broader context. 
 
Student #4:  I recall having a conversation with a friend concerning the Jena 6 case.  
Without the knowledge from the class, I would not be able to present the facts.  My 
friend was reading an article online and she questioned the legitimacy of the case.  By 
telling her what I knew about the boys and the city of Jena, she was able to form her own 
belief on what was right and wrong.  She agreed that this was not a matter of crime and 
punishment but rather social justice and racism.  By having these discussions with other 
people, more people will form better opinions, ideologies, and beliefs. 
 
Student #5:  In this course, along with others I have taken this semester, I really have 
learned to value primary sources, their value can’t be substituted.  I felt that the concepts 
and theories discussed in class and discussion were relevant and necessary to provide a 
springboard for further investigation. 
 
Student #6:  I told my family about how I took the class and they are happy I am 
expanding my horizons and learning about other cultures.  My dad told me he is proud 
and that in the work world being able to get along with everyone and be diverse is 
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essential.  He owns a company that is very diverse and he constantly preaches the 
importance of it.  The course overall is beneficial on many levels and I am happy I took 
it. 
Student #7:  Professor Alkalimat gives a detailed theory on the existence of African 
Americans in the United States, and as the theory develops it poses questions to the 
student that will resonate long after the course is complete.  That is the mark of a truly 
great course.  More classes need to be structured in this fashion, and having been at 
UIUC for a while now I can tell even more so how well this class was done.  It challenges 
popular American ideology, while promoting awareness and the power to raise these 
controversial issues actively.  And I said I would never take an Afro class. 
 
Student #8:  This class was not everything I expected it to be; it was more than I 
expected it to be and I am glad I made the decision to take the course.  I learned hard 
work, consistency, and more importantly I learned how to think critically, not just about 
problems affecting the Black community, but about problems facing society as a whole.  
In fact, I liked this class so much that when I would go home over the weekend 
sometimes I would always tell my mother what Professor Alkalimat discussed and how 
intriguing it was.  Funny thing about it is, through these interactions I found out that my 
mother was a student of Professor Alkalimat when she attended UIC in the 1970’s.  After 
finding that out she was better able to understand why I was so excited about the class 
because she was too when she had him as a professor.  Who says we don’t live in a small 
world? 
 
Student #9:  Dr. Alkalimat turned me on to Assata Shakur and her story.  I was so 
inspired I went out, bought her autobiography and now I cannot put the book down.  I 
have, however, told my sister, friends, and fellow co-workers about Assata and her story.  
Everyone that I have told about the book now constantly asks me, “Now what’s 
happening in the book,” and “did she escape yet?”  She was one of the most inspiring 
people, I feel, that we learned about in this course. 
 
Student #10:  My parents thought I was learning about Michael Jordan, Walter Payton, 
and Emmet Smith, but I had to correct them that I was really learning about Malcolm X, 
Martin Luther King and Marcus Garvey. 



 10

4. Course website 

 
 
(Retrieved December 26, 2007 from http://eblackstudies.org/urbana/) 
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5. Syllabus 

 
Afro 100 / Alkalimat 1 
UIUC Fall 2007 
AFRO 100: Introduction to African American Studies 
 
Professor Abdul Alkalimat 
Office: 1204 Nevada, ph 333-7781 
Office Hours: Tue. 2 – 4pm, appointments are necessary 
 
Course overview: 
 
This course is the introductory survey of the academic field of African American Studies. 
Our focus will be on the major issues involved in the study of the African American 
experience, both the objective issues being analyzed in the research literature and the 
subjective issues of how African Americans think about their experience. Our goal then 
is to provide an opportunity to understand the issues and enter into a discourse based on 
Black thought. This is the unique feature of Afro-American Studies, engaging the world 
from a Black perspective (subjective) while embracing all of the available scientific data 
(objective). 
Our emphasis is on what you know, and not your opinions. Informed opinions must be 
based on understanding the issues, and that requires study of the facts and also what 
others believe about those facts. Informed opinions must be earned through hard work of 
study and investigation. 
 
Course objectives: 
 
1. to develop a clear understanding of several fundamental concepts in the field of 
Afro-American (Africana) Studies; 
2. to develop a clear understanding of the key theories and ideological debates in 
African American life and history 
3. to develop proficiency in clear and critical writing about these concepts, theories, 
and ideological debates 
 
Basic questions for this course 
 
1. What is the Black experience? 
2. What is Black history? 
3. What are the fundamental ideologies/theories in Black Studies? 
4. What are the great social change debates in Black history? 
 
Weekly assignments: 
 
1. 50 pages of reading (usually less) 
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2. Review 5 websites out of those assigned 
3. Attend lecture on Tuesday 9 – 11 am 
4. Attend discussion section on Thursday 
5. Write weekly theme paper due every Tuesday morning the week following the 
lecture (e.g., the paper covering the lecture topic given on August 28th will be due 
on September 4th, based on the discussion of August 30th.) Each paper must have 
at least 500 words using reasonable margins and double spaced with a 12 pt font. 
 
Grading: 
 
1. 5% for each weekly paper (5x14= 70%) 
2. 15% for discussion group participation (attendance required) 
3. 25% for final 
4. Total possible 110% 
5. Grade based on a scale of 100 (Basically this is a built in 10% extra credit, or it 
gives you the possibility of skipping one weekly paper) 
 
Required material 
 
1. Alkalimat, et. al., Introduction to Afro-American Studies (free) 
www.eblackstudies.org/intro 
2. Alkalimat, African-American Experience in Cyberspace (purchase) 
3. Illinois map, US map, Africa map and World map (free) (get from WWW) 
4. subscription to H-Afro-Am (a free listserv in African American Studies) 
www.h-net.msu.edu/h-afro-am 
5. Autobiography of Malcolm X (purchase) 
6. Special issue of Black Scholar on Katrina (purchase) 
7. Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiki (free) 
8. digital storage devise (e.g. a flash drive or if you own a computer, use your hard 
drive) 
 
Learning strategy (Guide to getting and A) 
 
The key to success in this course is rhythm or discipline, especially time management. 
We are on a weekly schedule so getting in sync is critical because it is so easy to fall 
behind. A paper will be due every Tuesday, so you need a weekly plan. The following is 
a proposal for a daily guide to follow on a week by week basis, over 14 weeks: 
a. Monday: read some of weekly assignment (1 1/2 hours). This helps to prepare for 
the lecture, get acquainted with new concepts/vocabulary, and to get the weekly 
essay topic firmly in your mind. Start with the web if that’s easier for you. 
b. Tuesday: Lecture (2 hours). Take detailed notes, even bring a tape recorder if 
you feel that your note taking needs back-up – no excuses, get it anyway you can 
c. Wed: finish the reading and web surfing and write an outline for your paper (1 
1/2 hours). Always make an outline, and identify the key 
concepts/facts/references that you want to use. Prepare one or two key questions 
for the discussion session to help you. 
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d. Thursday: Discussion section (1 hour). Play an active role in the discussion. 
e. Friday: relax on this day off, but think about the course and discuss the issue of 
the week with your friends and get their points of view 
f. Sat: finish writing the paper (1 1/2 hours). Use word count to make sure you have 
the minimum 500 words. (Use conventional margins, 12 pt font, and double 
space) – don’t forget to use spell check, and include a bibliography and footnotes 
g. Sun: meet with your study group, critique each others papers, finish your paper 
(1 1/2 hours) 
 
Staff 
 
The staff for this course will be Professor Alkalimat and two graduate Teaching 
Assistants. Google Alkalimat to check the Professor out, and get acquainted with your 
TA during the first Thursday discussion. The Ta’s are 
a. Shywon Berry 
b. Aaron Hodges 
It will be important to meet and get to know your instructional team so you can find out 
what is expected of you. Success is based on your effort to meet the standards of this 
course. Also, as mentioned above, it is wise to network with several of your class mates 
to form a study group to give each other critiques on your weekly papers. 
This course is a computer based activity, so all work must be saved as a digital file as 
well as printed as hard copy. There will be considerable use of searching the World 
Wide Web for relevant material to this course. Students needing assistance with this 
aspect of the course should talk to the TA during the first week of the course to arrange to 
have a special session on the basics of IT use for this course. 
The final exam will be based on all of your papers, so it is important to keep all of your 
papers (both the graded hard copy version, and a digital version of the original paper) as 
they will need to be used when you are doing your final. 
 
The Lecture Session (Tuesday mornings) 
 
1. We will always begin with a musical introduction. This creates a relaxed and 
focused frame of mind. It will be music with feeling and a message. Students are 
encouraged to submit tracks for the day’s topic, including original work. 
2. We will be using the “buzz group technique.” Once or twice a class session 
students will be asked to take a few minutes and discuss a particular question. 
This can be spontaneous or be planned based on where people sit. 
3. Lecture/power point: This will be our main activity. Students are encouraged to 
take notes. 
 
The Discussion Session (Thursday) 
 
1. The primary goal is to discuss the weekly paper topic. 
2. Students will have access to the TA for academic support in the class. 
3. Students will be able to network into small study groups to work together on the 
weekly papers. 
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Websites 
 
The following are guidelines for reviewing websites as part of your weekly assignment. 
1. Spend about 10 minutes at each site 
2. Find a sitemap or a main menu and study the total situation to answer the question 
“What does this website have to offer?” 
3. Ask the site a question that is related to your weekly essay topic and see if you 
can get an answer or information to use in your essay. 
4. Capture interesting and relevant images and import them into your essay. This 
will get you extra credit but the images do not count as words. If you don’t know 
how to do this ask a classmate to give you the 411. 
5. The Wiki assignment is special. Wikipedia is an online encyclopedia created by 
its users, and everyone can join in. It’s free! Wiki is not all knowing and the 
certified truth. Wiki is an experiment in whether humanity can organize itself to 
create a consensus about everything it knows. It is in an early stage so everything 
we read there is part of a discussion and not the final answer. You can be part of 
the discussion by contributing your thoughts to the Wiki entry of your choice. So, 
read the Wiki with a critical eye as you may find things there that need changing. 
Can you find something that needs changing? This would make an interesting 
paragraph or two in one of your weekly essays. 
 
The weekly essay 
 
This essay is a weekly assignment for several reasons: 
1. Each week is a new theme, so each week the course input (lecture, reading, 
websites, and discussion) is to be followed by your output (a weekly essay). 
2. Improves writing and academic discipline in general for now and the future 
3. Our goal is excellence, and only practice makes perfect 
 
Each paper will get a total of 5 possible points and be worth five per cent of your grade: 
1. Writing style, grammar, documentation, etc. (one point) 
2. Use of lecture, reading and websites (2 points) 
3. Content and clarity of answer (2 points) 
 
Our emphasis is on what you know (knowledge based on factual evidence) and not what 
you believe (opinions or ideology). When your knowledge increases then what you 
believe becomes significant. Write your papers with reference to your assigned material 
and the logic of the weekly lecture. 
 
Don’t hesitate to argue a position, no matter how conventional or unique, just make sure 
you have documented facts to back up what you say. It’s not what you believe but how 
effectively you can present and document evidence that will convince the reader of your 
essay. 
 
Don’t get behind – you would miss the whole point. Its all about rhythm, so don’t get out 
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of step. This is a can-you-handle-it moment! You can excel if you invest your time and 
effort and not minimize what you are capable of as a UIUC student. The key to success 
is discipline of mind, body, and spirit. The future you want can be yours if you reach out 
and take it. 
 
Lectures/Weekly Topics…..date of lecture 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 8-28 
Weekly essay topic: Why does the “Katrina crisis” demonstrate the need for 
African American Studies? (Due 9-4) 
Readings: Intro 1, Special issue of the Black Scholar on Katrina (Note the 
contributions by UIUC faculty) 
Websites: Review the ones listed in “Katrina 101” in the Black Scholar 
Wiki: Black Studies 
 
2. BLACK EXPERIENCE: COLOR 9-4 
Weekly essay topic: What difference, if any, does a person’s skin color or other 
physical features make in distinguishing one person from another? 
Readings: PBS http://www.pbs.org/race/000_About/002_04-background.htm 
Websites: http://www.pbs.org/race/007_Resources/007_01- 
search.php?getonly=Web%20site&searchheader=Web%20sites (list on main PBS 
Race web site) 
Wiki: race 
 
3. BLACK EXPERIENCE: CLASS 9-11 
Weekly essay topic: What difference, if any, does a person’s class or other 
socioeconomic 
features make in distinguishing one person from another? 
Readings: Intro, 7 &8; 
Websites: www.census.gov (try and find a profile of your home city, and if you 
are from Chicago the census tract that you live in.) Cyberspace 18 & 19 
Wiki: social class 
 
4. BLACK EXPERIENCE: CULTURE 9-18 
Weekly essay topic: What difference, if any, does a persons culture or other 
values (aesthetic, moral, even food and music choices) make in distinguishing one 
person from another? 
Readings: Intro 9 
Websites: Cyberspace 22 – 26; 
Wiki: African American culture 
 
5. BLACK EXPERIENCE: CONSCIOUSNESS 9-25 
Weekly essay topic: What difference, if any, does a person’s ideology or other 
theoretical ideas make in distinguishing one person from another? 
Readings: Search the New York Times and the New Orleans Picyune for stories 
covering the crisis in Jena, Louisiana 



 16

Websites: http://friendsofjustice.wordpress.com/blog/, 
http://www.democracynow.org/article.pl?sid=07/08/01/1435233 
Wiki: Jena, Louisiana 
 
6. HISTORY: SOCIAL COHESION & SOCIAL DISRUPTION 10-2 
Weekly essay topic: Compare one small aspect of African American life in the 
19th century with some aspect of your life in 2007. Be specific, give details and 
maybe even a photo or two. Be creative. ☺ 
Readings: Intro 5 – 7; 
Websites: Cyberspace 6 
Wiki: W. E. B. DuBois 
 
7. IDEOLOGY: PANAFRICANISM 10-9 
Weekly essay topic: Is there a compelling argument to be made for linking the 
future of African Americans with the future of Africa? 
Readings: Intro 2 & 15; Malcolm X 
Websites: Cyberspace 
Wiki: Kwame Nkrumah. Panafricanism 
 
8. IDEOLOGY: NATIONALISM 10-16 
Weekly essay topic: To what extent can African Americans make legitimate 
group demands? What difference does this make? 
Readings: Intro 15; Malcolm X 
Websites: www.brothermalcolm.net 
Wiki: Marcus Garvey 
 
9. IDEOLOGY: LIBERATION THEOLOGY 10-23 
Weekly essay topic: Why do Back people believe in God? Why is religion and 
the church so important to Black people? 
Readings: Intro 10; Malcolm X 
Websites: Cyberspace 17 
Wiki: Black church 
 
10. IDEOLOGY: FEMINISM 10-30 
Weekly essay topic: Discuss the importance of Black women facing “triple 
oppression.” Give some specifics examples of the issues. 
Readings: Intro 11; Malcolm X 
Websites: Cyberspace 15 
Wiki: womanism, Ella Baker 
 
11. IDEOLOGY: SOCIALISM 11-6 
Weekly essay topic: “Why have so few Black intellectuals rejected capitalism in 
favor of socialism when so few have succeeded as capitalists? What are the key 
issues involved in such decisions?” 
Readings: Intro 16; Malcolm X 
Websites: http://www.themeatrix.com/, and search for sites on Paul Robeson 
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Wiki: Communist Party and Black America 
 
12. DEBATES: EMANCIPATION 11-13 
Weekly essay topic: Select 5 advertisements for runaway slaves and tell a story of 
what was going on, try to generalize from five cases. Be specific and use short 
quotes to make your comparisons. It would be interesting to search for graphics 
or photographs that might add to your paper. 
Readings: Frederick Douglass, 4th of July Speech 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h2927.html 
Websites: Cyberspace 5; 
Wiki: Harriet Tubman, Nat Turner, Frederick Douglas 
 
13. DEBATES: SELF-DETERMINATION 11-27 
Weekly essay topic: Compare how DuBois, Garvey, and Washington argued for 
their different versions of self determination. 
Readings: B.T. Washington Atlanta Compromise speech 
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/39/ 
DuBois critique of Washington, http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/40/ 
Marcus Garvey, http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/garvey/sfeature/sf_words.html# 
Websites: Search and find sites you think are useful this week 
Wiki: Booker T Washington 
 
14. DEBATES: LIBERATION 12-4 
Weekly essay topic: Compare the views of Malcolm X and Martin Luther King. 
Pay attention to similarities and differences. 
Readings: The Detroit Speeches of Malcolm X: (read and listen) 
http://www.brothermalcolm.net/aug04index.html 
Martin Luther King - three speeches, read and listen (click on the “voice of King” 
and scroll down) Letter to Paul 1956, Letter from the Birmingham jail 1963, and 
Beyond Vietnam 1967 
http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/liberation_curriculum/resources/index.htm 
Websites: Add any ones you find interesting, even if you have used one before 
Wiki: Malcolm X, Martin Luther King 
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August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

AFRO 100

Mavis Staples, 
“Down in Mississippi”

August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

AFRO 100

Introduction to African American Studies

An interdisciplinary introduction to the basic 
concepts

A survey of the basic interpretations of the 
African American experience

Total intellectual immersion into the Black 
experience from a Black perspective
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August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Instructional Team

Professor: Abdul Alkalimat/Gerald McWorter, 
PhD, University of Chicago

Teaching Assistants, both PhD students in 
Educational Policy Studies:
Shywon Betty and Aaron Hodges

August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Historical origins of Black Studies

1. The basis of Black Studies has always 
been in the Black community

2. There was also a Black academic 
community

3. Black power gave birth to the 1960’s 
Black Studies Movement
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August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Black Studies in the community
1. Nationalist movements

a. Nation of Islam
b. Moorish Science Temple

2. Black book stores
a. Hammurabi
b. Curtis Ellis

3. Museums and libraries
a. South Side Community Art Center
b. DuSable Museum
c. Vivian Harsh Collection

August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Black Studies in the community 
(cont.)

4.  Publications
a. Ebony/Negro Digest
b. Defender
c. Muhammad Speaks

5.  Organizations
a. ANECA (American Negro Emancipation Centennial Authority)
b. OBAC (Organization of Black American Culture)

6.  Individuals 
a. Ish Flory
b. Margaret Burroughs
c. Hoyt Fuller
d. John Sengstacke
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August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

The Black academic community

1. HBCU’s
a. Howard University (1867)
b. Fisk University (1866)
c. Atlanta University (1865)
d. Tuskegee Institute (1881)

2. In the mainstream
a. St. Clair Drake (Roosevelt University)
b. Lorenzo Turner (Roosevelt University)
c. Allison Davis (University of Chicago)

August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

The Black Academic Community 
(cont.)

3. Organizations
a. Association for the Study of Afro-American 

Life and History
b. Amistad Society/Negro Histroy Round Table

4. Publications
a. Phylon
b. Journal of Negro Education
c. Journal of Negro History
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August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

The dialectics of Black Power

1. The ideological break with the Civil Rights Movement
a. Nonviolence v. violence (self defense)
b. Leadership and alliances
c. Reform and revolution

2. The importance of Malcolm X
a. The polarity to Martin Luther King
b. Black consciousness
c. Black Struggle as epicenter of the global struggle

3. Third world revolutions
a. China (1949)
b. Cuba (1959)
c. African Liberation Struggles (Nkrumah 1957, Cabral 1973, Mandela 1994, etc.)

4. Nationalist ideology and national liberation
5. Marxist analysis and class struggle

August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Project 500
University of Illinois

1967: 372 Black Students out of 30,400
1968: Martin Luther King Assassinated
1968: 565 new African American and Latino 

students admitted
1968: Institutional racism, 240 Black students 

arrested
Post 1968:

Bruce Nesbitt Black Cultural Center
African American Studies and Research 
Program
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August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Black Studies has consolidated 
three literatures

1. Mainstream scholarship, e.g., American 
Historical Review

2. African American intellectual production, 
e.g., Journal of African American History

3. Radical literature critical of the 
mainstream, e.g., The Radical Historical 
Review

August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Black Studies as academic profession 
(selected examples)

Organizations:
a. National Council for Black Studies
b. Chicago Council for Black Studies

Journals: 
a. Black Scholar 
b. Journal of African American History
c. African American Review

PhD degree granting institutions
a. Temple
b. Northwestern
c. Michigan State
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August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

AFRO 100: Four basic questions

1. What is the Black experience?

2. What is Black history?

3. What are the fundamental ideologies/theories 
in Black Studies?

4. What are the great social change debates in 
Black history?

August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

In Black studies never forget the 
narrative of the lived experience

Capital D, “Mrs Manley”

The meaning of social experience is what 
we work hard to understand. 

Sometimes it has to be told in a story, and 
sometimes it has to be sung to music.
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August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

The Black experience

Color: race, biology, the structural 
organization of human beings

Class: political economy, market position, 
cash flow, and power

Culture: values of preference, styles of 
everyday life, art

Consciousness: opinions, beliefs, ideology, 
theory

August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

The logic of Black history

Chronology (sequencing) vs. dialectics

Structure (slice of life) vs process (trends)

Modes of social cohesion: trans-
generational continuity

Modes of social disruption: a generational 
break, from the old to the new
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August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

The logic of Black history:
modes of social cohesion, modes of social disruption

Africa
Slave trade

Slavery
Emancipation

Rural tenancy
Great migrations

Urban industry
Sructural crisis

Information society

August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Five main ideologies/theoretical foci

Ideology Theoretical foci

Panafricanism African diaspora
Nationalism Black community
Liberation theology Black church
Feminism Gender
Socialism Social revolution
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August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Three great debates in 
Black intellectual history

The emancipation debate (e.g. National 
Negro Convention Movement, 1830-1864)

The self-determination debate (e.g., Booker 
T. Washington, W. E. B. DuBois, and 
Marcus Garvey, 1890’s thru 1930’s)

The Black liberation debate (Martin Luther 
King and Malcolm X, 1960’s)

August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

KATRINA!

Allen Watty, Hurricane Song
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4C3wsTT

atRY

The subjective role of culture must be 
understood to capture the soul of a people 
in order to feel how they experience life.  

Politics is always embedded in culture and 
social forms of expression.
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August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Katrina: Historical background

August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Katrina: Science and Engineering
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August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Katrina: Demographics

August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Katrina: Political Economy

• The Census Bureau’s report is that the 
share of non-Hispanic whites in Orleans 
Parish grew from 27 percent in 2005 to 34 
percent in 2006, while the share of blacks 
dropped from about 68 percent to 59 
percent.

• What is it today and what will it be 
tomorrow?  

• WHO BENEFITS?  WHO DECIDES?
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August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Katrina: Local politics

• NEW ORLEANS, Louisiana (CNN) -- Mayor 
Ray Nagin on Tuesday apologized for urging 
residents to rebuild a "chocolate New 
Orleans" and saying, "You can't have New 
Orleans no other way."

• "I'm really sorry that some people took that they 
way they did, and that was not my intention," the 
mayor said. "I say everybody's welcome."

August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Katrina: Culture
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August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Katrina: 
Immigration

August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Katrina:
Presidential

politics
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August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Katrina: Police

August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Katrina: Racism
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August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Katrina: Social institutions

August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Katrina: Internal migration
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August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Katrina: Social justice movements

August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Katrina: Theory
Is it possible to have a big idea that explains 

most of what happened without “cherry 
picking your facts” and ignoring those that 
don’t fit your theory?

You don’t have to explain everything.
You have to start with facts.
However, there are too many facts to list 

them all.
We need big ideas?  Do you have any?
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August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Katrina: 
Radical Black Perspective of Hip 

Hop

Mos Def, Katrina Klapp (Dollar Day)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E2FlcRVTuCA

The culture of resistance has never died since the 
slave trade.  The magic of hip hopis that it is 
now in the open for everyone to see.  Of course 
this does not apply to all hip hop.

August 28, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture #1

Black Studies: 
5 Basic points of method

Holistic analysis
a. Use science and poetry
b. Use books and websites
c. Use reading and listening
d. Use both sides of your brain

Give priority to Black perspectives
Connections to others
Life long learning
Academic excellence and social responsibility

35



1

September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

AFRO 100

September 4, 2007
Lecture 2

COLOR - RACE - BIOLOGY

September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

Afro 100
September 4, 2007

This tune is the sound track for turning in your 
papers on Katrina and Black Studies.

Lionel Richie, “Stand down"

Please turn your papers in now at the front of 
the room. Place the papers next to the name of 
your TA.
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September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

Conceptual structure of the 
Black experience

Key concept Academic area
Color (race) Biology
Class Political economy
Culture Community
Consciousness Ideology

September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

BUZZ GROUP TIME
What is a buzz group?  A short 10 minute 
discussion among people sitting next to each 
other in class.  First go around and let 
everyone answer the quex.  After that, discuss.  
Our collective wisdom is best.  

Question: Define the word race.  How many are 
there?  How do you know?  So what?

Our answer at 9:00 might be different at 11:00.  
The task is to listen and think.
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September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

Race
We will investigate 
the concept of race.  

Are there are biological differences that 
can be measured between groups of 
humans?

If so, then what are these differences? 
Categorical? Hierarchal?  Permanent?

September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

Three basic questions 
in the search for “racial differences”

1. Categorical differences:  some basis 
for saying there is no group overlap 
between Black and whites

2. Hierarchal differences: the differences 
justify one group being on top of or 
better than another group

3. Permanent differences: either based 
on a law of nature or the law of God

38



4

September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

The dominant western intellectual 
tradition has been racist to the core, 
except for a few notable exceptions

“White supremacy is as 
American as apple pie.”

—H. Rap Brown

September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

Abraham 
Lincoln

1809-1865

Lerone Bennett, 
Forced Into Glory
1999
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September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

Charles Darwin
1809-1882
“At some future period, not 
very distant as measured by 
centuries, the civilized races 
of man will almost certainly 
exterminate, and replace, the 
savage races throughout the 
world. At the same time, the 
anthropomorphous apes …
will no doubt be 
exterminated.”
http://www.icr.org/index.php?module=a
rticles&action=view&ID=268

September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

Pseudo-scientific racialist theories

1. Morphological lies comparing Blacks 
and whites to gorillas

2. Studies of twins to prove environment 
does not make a difference (IQ tests)

3. “Racial” comparisons without 
controls for class and region

4. Generalizations from a single case
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September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

Blacks, 
whites, and 
gorillas

September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

The great IQ Test Lie: Cyril Burt 
argued nature over nurture

“The primary source of concern voiced by both Kamin and Jensen was the 
suspicious consistency of the correlation coefficients for the intelligence test 
scores of the monozygotic twins in Burt's studies. In each study Burt reported 
sum totals for the twins he had studied so far. His original results were 
published in 1943. In 1955 he added 6 pairs of twins and reported results for a 
total of 21 sets of twins. Likewise in 1966 he reported the results for a total of 
53 pairs. In each study Burt reported correlation coefficients indicating the 
similarity of intelligence scores for monozygotic twins who were reared apart. A 
high coefficient would indicate that the twins had similar intelligence scores. 
Since the twins were reared apart, a high correlation coefficient would also 
make a strong case for his hereditarian argument. In his studies Burt reported 
the following coefficients: 1943: r = .770; 1955: r = .771; 1966: r= .771. These 
correlation coefficients suggested a strong relationship between genetics and 
intelligence. One would expect to see greater variability among the coefficients 
when more sets of twins were added.”

http://www.indiana.edu/~intell/burtaffair.shtml
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September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

Tests out of context:
The World War 2 military tests

• Military reported 
that Blacks scored 
below whites

• Did not report 
accurate 
comparisons 
between urban and 
rural residence

September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

The single case fallacy

Using one 
person to 
generalize to 
an entire 
group

42



8

September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

Is race a scientific category?  
What is the physical evidence?

1. Archeology – uncovering physical objects 
preserved in the earth from past times.  Is there 
evidence of races within the human species?  
What is the origin of humanity? (phenotypes)

2. Genetics – uncovering physical evidence from the 
DNA of human genes.  Is there genetic difference 
between races?  What can genetics tell us about 
the origin of humanity? (genotypes)

September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

http://www.becominghuman.org/documentary

Archeology: Exploring the fossil 
evidence of human origins

1.  Lucy
2.  Turkana boy
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September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

Human lineage 
from an 
archeological 
perspective #1

September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

… and #2
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September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

What is the meaning 
of the “Out of Africa thesis”

for the study of human origins?
The earliest human ancestors who migrated out of 
Africa to Europe were named the Neanderthals.  
There is a debate over who they were, what they 
were like, and what happened to them because the 
majority of humans seemed to have come from a 
later migration, also out of Africa.

a.  The story of Yacub
b.  The story of race war
c.  The story of race mixing

September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

Yacub
1. There are genetic 

differences between Black 
and whites.

2. These genetic differences 
developed from Black to 
white.

3. Genetics then influenced 
history.

The whites (Neanderthals) 
are still fighting the Blacks 
(Humans).

Elijah Muhammad 
1897-1975
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September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

Race war

The Neanderthals were descendent from a 
first migration out of Africa.

They were later met by a new wave of 
immigrants of a new species called the 
Homo sapiens.

The Neanderthals lost in the competition 
and were eliminated by the new humans 
out of Africa.

September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

Race mixing
The Neanderthals were met by 
Homo sapiens.
They were able to coexist and 
mate.
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September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

Modern genetics 
provides a road 
map to the structure 
and history of 
biological life forms.  
This is another way 
to evaluate the 
validity of the 
concept of race.

September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

Genetic search for origins: #1
The search for the original mother, Eve:

research on Mitochondrial DNA
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September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

Genetic search for origins: #2

The search for the original father, Adam: 
Research following the Y chromosomes

Male = XY Female = XX

September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2
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September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

Who thinks about our molecular 
structure?

Mose Allison, “Molecular Structure”

September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

“RACE”: 
The social construction of a lie.  How 

do they pull this off in plain view?

1. The dominant ideology – the “big” lie
2. Laws – the backing of government
3. The census – social science
4. Language – public opinion
5. Culture – cultural values  and morality
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September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

The big lie:
“One drop of Black blood makes you Black”

“As the European war scene became more violent 
and the need for blood plasma intensified, Drew, as 
the leading authority in the field, was selected as the 
full-time medical director of the Blood for Britain 
project. He supervised the successful collection of 
14,500 pints of vital plasma for the British. In 
February 1941, Drew was appointed director of the 
first American Red Cross Blood Bank, in charge of 
blood for use by the U.S. Army and Navy. During this 
time, Drew agitated the authorities to stop excluding 
the blood of African-Americans from plasma-supply 
networks, and in 1942, he resigned his official posts 
after the armed forces ruled that the blood of African-
Americans would be accepted but would have to be 
stored separately from that of whites.”

http://www.cdrewu.edu/_022/_html/about_us/charles_drew.htm

Charles Drew
1904-1950

September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

Legal definition of race varied
(but race remained a legal concept)

In 1982-83, Susie Guillory Phipps unsuccessfully 
sued the Louisiana Bureau of Vital Records to 
change her racial classification from black to 
white. The descendant of an eighteenth-century 
white planter and a black slave, Phipps was 
designated as "black" in her birth certificate in 
accordance with a 1970 state law which declared 
anyone with at least one-thirty-second "Negro 
blood" to be black.  
Michael Omi and Howard Winant, Racial Formation in the United 
States: From the 1960s to the 1980s (NY: Routledge, 1986/1989)
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September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

The census categories of race 
have not been very scientific.

1850 “Under heading 5, entitled “Color” insert, in all 
cases, when a slave is Black the letter B; when he 
or she is mulatto, insert M.  The color of all slaves 
should be noted.”

1870 “Be particularly careful in reporting the class 
Mulatto.  The word is here generic and includes 
quadroons, octoroons, and all persons having any 
perceptible trace of African blood.

1890 “Be particularly careful to distinguish between 
blacks, mulattos, quadroons, and octoroons.”

1960’s The US Census introduces the category 
“Nonwhite”

September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

Our language of “race” is subjective 
and very ambiguous, more 
connotative than denotative

51



17

September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

The Bible has 
been used to 
support racial 
arguments of 
difference 
and hierarchy

September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

How  do we solve the language 
issue?

Names used vary without standardization: 
a. past versus current discourse
b. Phenotypical versus genotypical names
c. Eurocentric versus global or indigenous
d. Confusion of biological with social categories
e. Often confused with national differences
f. United States close only to Nazi Germany and 

Apartheid South Africa in racialization
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September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

Basic Black Studies points on race

1. All scientific research should be 
carried out as public science, open to 
replication and rigorous peer review.

2. As of now there is no valid biological 
definition of race, hence race is a non 
scientific term

3. Race should be banned as a 
legitimate concept for scholarly 
research.

September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

These weekly papers can be your 
best academic work. Why not?
1. Add graphics to your papers (right 

click)
2. Pay attention to details (sources, 

quotes, numbers, bibliography, 
footnotes, etc.)

3. Plagiarism
4. Network – share contact info
5. Take the challenge – on time, on 

point, on level
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September 4, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 2

The fundamental question you 
should be asking everyday

What’s going on?

Marvin Gaye helped us ask this question.

Powerpoint slides available every Thursday 
morning at eblackstudies.org
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September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

TURN IN AND PICK UP A PAPER 
TO/FROM YOUR TA

Curtis Mayfield, A New World Order

Listen to the lyrics and connect them to the 
issues being discussed in this course.  Music 
is one way that knowledge is transmitted and 
issues are discussed.  Do we always use music 
in this way?  Are we always conscious of what 
is happening to our minds when we listen to 
music?

We play music to focus and prepare for class.

September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

AFRO 100

Class
The fundamental issue is: how do I feed and care for 

myself and my family?  How do I work or get resources, 
and how do I plan to maintain a good quality of life for 

now and in the future?  Or, was I born rich?
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September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

CLASS: two alternative approaches

Social Stratification
a.  Objective: a ranking of income, 

education, and occupation 
b.  Subjective: a ranking of social status 

based on socio-cultural values
Power

a.  Objective: ownership and control of the
means of production vs labor

b.  Subjective: control of the ruling ideas

September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

Max Weber
1864-1920

The systems of class, 
status and party are all 
at work.  The main issue 
is ones market position, 
social standing in the 
community, and role in 
the political process.
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September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

E. Franklin Frazier
1894-1962

The stratification of 
the Black population 
can be described 
best by income, 
educational, and 
occupational status.  
In addition, the 
cultural values of 
different classes have 
to be considered.

September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

Karl Marx
1818-1883

Every stage of history is 
shaped by technology and 
the struggle between the 
owners and the workers.  
The struggle is for power 
over the means of 
production to run the 
economy and the state, 
including the military and 
the police.
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September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

W. E. B. Du Bois
1868-1963

DuBois combined a study 
of political economy, 
sociology and history.  He 
analyzed the Civil War 
and  Reconstruction in 
terms of class struggle.  
In 1921 he stated he 
favored for Blacks what 
had happened in Russia 
in 1917.

September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

Black Studies approach to class
1. Use both concepts (stratification and power) 

when appropriate.
2. All studies of class should be empirically based, 

replicable, and published.
3. All discussion should clarify the role of different 

classes in their respective historical struggles.
4. All discussions of class should clarify the 

differences, if any, between Blacks and white of 
the same class as well as different classes.

5. All discussion of class should make 
comparisons throughout the African Diaspora.
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September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

Wiki on 
Social Class
Basic coverage:

a.  Global
b.  Scholars

Weakness:
a.  Only focus on middle class
b.  No discussion of class struggle

September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

The logic of Black history:
modes of social cohesion, modes of social disruption

Africa
Slave trade

Slavery
Emancipation

Rural tenancy
Great migrations

Urban industry
Structural crisis

Information society
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September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

History of class and class struggle:

Slavery and capitalism
The main class relations were slaves and the owners of slaves.  
The rule of the slave master was by brutal force.  The majority of 
slave owners had few slaves, but the power was in the hands of 
the big plantation owners.  Slavery was an engine of the 
capitalist system as well as an obstacle to its development. 
What was the role of technology?

September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

History of class and class struggle:
Sharecropping and 
the National Question

The African American nation was formed in the Black 
Belt South, based on family labor, church organization, 
blues and African retentions.  The main factors were 
rural isolation, concentration, and exploitation. 
What was the role of technology?
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September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

History of class and class struggle:
Black industrial workers and 

changes in the Black Middle Class
Two Great Migrations led to 
Black workers being 
concentrated in northern 
cities.  This was a radical 
transformation from South to 
North, from rural to urban, 
from agricultural to industrial.  
Time changed, literacy 
requirements changed, and 
family structure changed.  
Ghetto businesses opened.

September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

History of class and class struggle:

The technological revolution

African Americans were captured and 
brought to this country to work.

When African Americans don’t work their 
lives degenerate and bad things happen.

What is going to happen when there is very 
little if any work – no jobs?
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September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

History of class and class struggle:
Social Class and Black People 2007

The Black capitalist class:  main income from 
ownership, especially stocks

The Black middle class:  main income from 
professional jobs and family businesses

The Black working class: main income from 
jobs with little freedom of decision making

The Black anti-class: main income insecure 
from government and underground economy

September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

The Black capitalist class
Of the “5,572 total board 
seats for Fortune 500 
companies, 449 belong to 
African Americans.

These 449 seats are 
distributed among 255 African 
Americans, many of whom 
serve on more than one 
corporate board. Forty-five 
serve on at least three 
boards, 60 are on two boards 
and 150 serve on one.”

http://www.umich.edu/news/index.html?
Releases/2005/Feb05/r021705John Johnson 1918-2005
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September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

The Black middle class
The shift in the Black 
middle class: from 
entrepreneurship to the 
professions. A college 
education is the ticket into 
the middle class.

September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

The Black working class
From production work to 
service work, but still low 
tech, not info tech.  The 
danger is being left behind.
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September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

The “outsiders – the anti-class”
Almost 20% of Black people will 
never have a good job, and will 
be marginalized, criminalized, 
and liquidated.  The system has 
no future for this class.

September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

History of class and class struggle:

Reform and Revolution
Black people have always been victimized in the 

US, a great crime against humanity.
Reform has always been on the agenda, and 

people have fought on every issue.
Revolution, the end of our problems, has always 

been a dream, a vision, a hope.
There are few times when revolution is on the 

agenda, and one is now.  Fundamental change 
is taking place everywhere.
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September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

A revolutionary moment is now

There is a technological revolution taking place.  
There is also a social revolution taking place.
The Hacker is a technology revolutionary who 

creates and transforms.
Who will take information technology into Black 

culture and make it dance and sing?

“The hacker ethic” University of Toledo class project in Black Studies

September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

U.S. Census
The Bureau of the Census is in the Department of 

Commerce, and was written into the US Constitution

census.gov 12 3
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September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

Census
The US Census is the demographic description of 
the US population every 10 years, from 1790.

This is the greatest source of empirical 
information about the US population, but there 
are problems.

1.  the “race problem”
2.  The census undercount
3.  the numbers game

September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

Now being 
tested:
American 
Community 
Survey 
questions
(Is this a 
scientific 
survey?)
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September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

Census undercount issues

September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

The Census is a numbers game

Literacy – knowledge and use of quantitative 
data, math and statistics (African Americans 
score lowest on math)

Appropriation – all government expenditures 
are based on census data (greatest 
undercount impacts whole cities and states)

Apportionment – all governmental units for 
electoral representation are redrawn based 
on the goal of equalizing votes 
(gerrymandering remains a problem)
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September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

Household incomes for 2005: 
Blacks compared with Whites

Income % Black % White Difference
$0-9,999 17.7 7.1 +10.6
$10K – 24,999 25.7 18.4 +7.3
$25K – 49,999 28.3 26.1 +2.2
$50K – 74,999 14.6 18.8 -4.2
$75K and over 13.7 29.3 -15.6

What does Wiki miss by focusing on the middle?

September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

Educational attainment:
Comparing Blacks and Whites

Education Black White   Difference
Less than HS 19.4 10.0 +9.4
Less than BA 82.4 69.4 +13.0
BA or more 17.6 30.6 -13.0

http://www.census.gov/population/socdemo/race/black/ppl-186/tab7.html
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September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

Occupations of Blacks and Whites
Occupation White Black
Management 16.8 9.0
Professional 22.3 17.7
Service 13.4 24.6
Sales 12.4 9.2
Clerical 14.2 16.4
Farming 0.5 0.4
Construction 5.4 3.4
Repair 3.8 2.6
Production 5.9 7.6
Transport 5.4 9.1

Detailed Occupation of the Employed Civilian Population 16 Years and Over: March 2004

September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

Who is at the bottom?

Ethnicity HH Income % Poverty %Uninsured
Asian 64,200 10.3 15.5
White 50,700 8.2 10.8
Latino 37,800 20.6 34.1
Black 32,000 24.3 20.5
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September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

2010 US Census

September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

Class and identity: your essay topic

1. Class is a historical and contemporary 
structure that society has been organized 
around, and everyone lives in a class context 
and expresses their class identity.

2. Every individual is unique.
3. We all have examples where our expectations 

have been correct and when we have been 
wrong.

4. How can we be smart, but without prejudice?
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September 11, 2007 Afro 100 Lecture 3

Check the course website
www.eblackstudies.org/urbana
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Good Morning 
by Kanye West

Turn your papers in to your TA

Thanks for your hard work and the 
intensity of your focus during class

Afro 100

Culture

Aaron Douglas 1898 - 1979

The role of culture is to 
enable people to share 
ways of living and forms 
of expression.  All 
people have culture, but 
not all cultural practices 
are valued by people 
outside a culture.  Black 
culture has suffered 
from white racism, but it 
has also served as the 
foundation for the 
survival of the African 
Americans.
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Have you ever wondered what would be said if Black people 
spoke the truth to people in the United States?  Maybe it 
would come out as a poem.  This is what Amiri Baraka had to 
say.

Culture can lie or tell the truth

Baraka video

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-
4839280096979675505&q=amiri+baraka&total=55&start=10&num=10

&so=0&type=search&plindex=9
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What is the cultural theory
behind the Baraka video clip?

1. The merger of poetry and music
2. The merger of reason and 

emotion
3. The poem can represent the 

voice of Black people, be a 
cultural consensus

4. Art as a weapon by the 
oppressed

5. Culture can be a vehicle for 
change

6. Vision of the future as a 
necessary revolutionary 
transformation

Two perspectives on culture
Styles and values of 
everyday life, 
including dialects, 
food production and 
preparation, clothing, 
dancing, morality, and 
aesthetics
Art forms, 
representational 
forms of expression 
carried out as 
specialized activity 
that can be ranked

Art and everyday life: what is your experience? 
Do you do the warrior’s dance?

74



4

Culture always involves hair
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John Biggers 1921-2001

ART can be beautiful, historical, and educational

Historical periodization

Art and culture always reflects 
the social conditions and 
individual experiences of the 
artists and people involved.  
African American art and 
culture is based in the 
historical periodization of the 
African American people.

Elizabeth Catlett 1915-

Jacob 
Lawrence
1917-2000
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Africa
Slave trade

Slavery
Emancipation

Rural tenancy
Great migrations

Urban industry
Structural crisis

Information society

The logic of Black history:
modes of social cohesion, modes of social disruption

African retention is a 
vital aspect of African 

American culture

Basic aesthetics, religion, language, food, music and 
dancing, hair care and styling, and much more

Lois Mailou Jones 
1905-1998
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Kwanzaa
Some African cultural 
practices have been 
imagined and created by 
African Americans in 
search of their past.  A 
1960’s movement called 
cultural nationalism 
utilized the search for a 
value system to anchor 
their cultural views in 
African tradition.  
Karenga was a major 
figure in popularizing a 
seven point system and 
a holiday ritual to 
replace Christmas.

Karenga video

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=83
50545555560382614&q=karenga&total=1
1&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&p
lindex=1
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Cultural innovation during slavery

Cotton production and brutality conditioned Black 
people to harness their emotions and focus on 
describing their suffering, while praising God.

The “Negro spiritual” was the greatest 
cultural genius during slavery

The low moans and 
melodies of Black 
Christians revealed 
the soul of a new 
people, out of Africa 
and being reshaped 
by the pain of white 
racism and creative 
Black genius.  The 
Fisk Jubilee singers 
popularized these 
songs all over the 
world.Original Fisk University Jubilee Singers
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Culture of the Black Belt Nation

BLUES – the musical 
foundation of African 
American culture and all 
of American popular 
music.  This music is 
important as musical 
composition, as poetry 
and as philosophy.  The 
harder the life, the 
better the blues.  
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JAZZ (Black classical music):
The culture of the Black metropolis

Edward “Duke” Ellington
1899-1974

The Harlem Renaissance, 1920’s
This is the Black 
counterpart to the 
“Roaring 20’s” as Black 
people were expressing a 
breakout cultural impulse.  
These were bold and 
exciting times.  The 
activists were called “New 
Negroes,” with a militant 
attitude and freedom on 
their mind.  Harlem was 
the capital of Blacks in the 
US during this period.
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Got the Weary Blues 
And can't be satisfied—
I ain't happy no mo' 
And I wish that I had died." 
And far into the night he crooned that tune. 
The stars went out and so did the moon. 
The singer stopped playing and went to bed 
While the Weary Blues echoed through his

head. 
He slept like a rock or a man that's dead.

The Weary Blues

Droning a drowsy syncopated tune, 
Rocking back and forth to a mellow croon, 
I heard a Negro play. 
Down on Lenox Avenue the other night 
By the pale dull pallor of an old gas light 
He did a lazy sway . . . 
He did a lazy sway . . . 
To the tune o' those Weary Blues. 
With his ebony hands on each ivory key 
He made that poor piano moan with melody. 
O Blues! 
Swaying to and fro on his rickety stool 
He played that sad raggy tune like a musical fool. 
Sweet Blues! 
Coming from a black man's soul. 
O Blues! 
In a deep song voice with a melancholy tone 
I heard that Negro sing, that old piano moan—
"Ain't got nobody in all this world, 
Ain't got nobody but ma self. 
I's gwine to quit ma frownin' 
And put ma troubles on the shelf." 

Thump, thump, thump, went his foot on the floor. 
He played a few chords then he sang some more—
"I got the Weary Blues 
And I can't be satisfied. 

Langston Hughes 1902-1967

If we must die, let it not be like hogs
Hunted and penned in an inglorious spot,
While round us bark the mad and hungry dogs,
Making their mock at our accursed lot.
If we must die, O let us nobly die,
So that our precious blood may not be shed
In vain; then even the monsters we defy
Shall be constrained to honor us though dead!
O kinsmen we must meet the common foe!
Though far outnumbered let us show us brave,
And for their thousand blows deal one deathblow!
What though before us lies the open grave?
Like men we'll face the murderous, cowardly pack,
Pressed to the wall, dying, but fighting back!

Claude McKay
1890-1948
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The Chicago Renaissance, 1940’s
The Harlem Renaissance 
was a celebration of the 
middle class, while the 
Chicago Renaissance of the 
1940’s was a celebration of 
the working class.
Wright wrote: “…the Negro 
writer must create in his 
readers’ minds a 
relationship between a 
Negro woman hoeing cotton 
in the South and the men 
who toil in swivel chairs in 
Wall Street and take the 
fruits of her toil.”

Richard Wright 1908-1960

Bebop was new music in the 1940’s

Charlie Parker and Miles Davis (above), Thelonious Monk (right)
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The Black Arts Movement, 1960’s

The Black arts movement was the cultural arm 
of the Black Power movement.  Jeff Donaldson 
said, "We wanted to try to establish an 
aesthetic that reflected our heritage as people 
of African descent in the United States, an 
aesthetic that also reflected social 
responsibility and technical excellence."

Jeff Donaldson
1932-2004

Black Power was expressed
in the music of 

John
Coltrane
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Hip Hop emerged as the 
next major cultural 
movement after the 1960’s 
–conscious victims of the 
American dream.

Corporate takeover of Black culture
The carnival festival: 
originally a slave ritual protest, 
expression of freedom

Now Mardi Gras 
and Carnival is 
controlled by city 
governments and 
police to protect 
the financial 
interests.  Is hip 
hop any different?
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Stevie Wonder answers 
the American nightmare

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aAthMi5Kz5g

Black Studies 
approach to 
culture
1. Always include the 

culture of everyday 
life as well as the 
arts—popular culture and the museums.

2. Always contextualize art and culture in terms of 
the historical and economic forces shaping 
artists and their audience

3. Identify African retentions
4. Clarify how the people interpret their own 

cultural expression
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Afro 100
CONSCIOUSNESS

89



2

Buzz group time
New rules: each buzz
group must have four 
people, so move if that’s 
what it takes to be in a 
group.  Take 10 minutes.

Question:  What is more 
important: color (biology), 
class (political economy), 
or culture (values and 
style)?  Why?Elizabeth Catlett

The 
Black 
Experience
Objective
Color (Biology)
Class (Political economy)
Culture (Community)

Subjective
Consciousness (Psychology, Philosophy)
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Africa
Slave trade

Slavery
Emancipation

Rural tenancy
Great migrations

Urban industry
Structural crisis

Information society

The logic of Black history:
modes of social cohesion, modes of social disruption

Historical periodization of the 
dominant global economy
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Epistemology

Perception Cognition

Sankofa

Two perspectives on consciousness

Opinion:  the ideas and thoughts all of us 
have about a great many things.
Ideology: systematic thinking and a 
commitment to action.
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Many Black 
people wonder 
what would 
happen if we 
could flip the 
script, and 
reverse roles 
with white 
people.

The public opinion poll:

The Gallup Poll
1. The website  http://www.galluppoll.com/
2. The data

a. Annual survey on race relations 
http://www.galluppoll.com/videoArchive/?CI=23869&V
AP=0&VASRCH=race

b. Marriage
http://www.galluppoll.com/videoArchive/?CI=28420&V
AP=0&VASRCH=race

c. Katrina 
http://www.galluppoll.com/videoArchive/?CI=18529&V
AP=0&VASRCH=race

d. Bush
http://www.galluppoll.com/videoArchive/?CI=17359&V
AP=1&VASRCH=race%20youth
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Ideology and hegemony

Class and 
mainstream consciousness

Capitalist class Form the mainstream

Middle class Perform the mainstream

Working class Reform the mainstream

Anti-class Transform the mainstream
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Lynchings
1882-1968

Mississippi 539
Georgia 492
Texas 352
Louisiana 335
Alabama 299
All states 3,446
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2006 background to “Jena 6” case

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=712
7547183812349110&q=jena&total=3476&sta
rt=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=0

2007 current racist reaction

http://video.google.
com/videoplay?doc
id=873869716670
4947023&q=jena+
klan&total=57&star
t=0&num=10&so=
0&type=search&pli
ndex=2
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Critical 
issues
1. The population
2. The political 

economy
3. The political 

leadership
4. The media
5. The “crimes” or 

“pranks”

6. The forces of racism
7. The federal 

government
8. The forces of justice
9. Jena in 

Urbana/Champaign
10.The future

Main Black 
ideologies 
of change

Black liberation 
theology

Panafricanism
Nationalism
Womanism

Socialism
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The end of 
Eurocentrism
http://www.columbia.
edu/cu/ccbh/mxp/vid
eo/mx0031v.ram

The rise of 
Afrocentrism
http://video.googl
e.com/videoplay?
docid=620260175
283933669&q=m
olefi+asante&total
=5&start=0&num
=10&so=0&type=
search&plindex=0

Asa Hilliard 1933-2007
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Akwasi, Kwesi, SiisiAkosua, Esi, KisiSunday

Ato, Atoapem, Kwame, 
KwamenaAma, AwoSaturday

Fifi, Kofi, YoofiAfi, Afua, Efie, EfuaFriday

Ekow, Yao, Yaw, 
Yokow

Aba, Yaa, Yaaba, 
YaayaaThursday

Kuuku, Kwaku, KwekuAku, Akuba, Ekua, 
Ekuwa, KuukuwaWednesday

Ebo, Kobena, KwabinaAbena, Abla, ArabaTuesday

Bobo, Jojo, Kobie, 
Kojo, Kwodwo

Adwoa, Adzo, Ajoba, 
EjoMonday

MaleFemaleDay of birth

AKAN DAY NAMES
(Ghana) 

On what day of 
the week were 
you born?

If you were from 
Ghana what 
would be your 
name?

http://www.paulsa
dowski.com/Birth
Data.asp
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What is 21st century consciousness?
1. The language of the past 

is insufficient, because 
people have changed –
check the opinion polls.

2. The ideologies of the 
past continue as the 
foundation of Black 
social thought.

3. How can we change our 
thinking from what was 
relevant in the industrial 
society to relevance in 
the information society?
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AFRO 100: What is Black History?
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What is the relationship between 
the past, present and future?

+ =

Our main concern is always the present-future, but to 
study and prepare for this we focus on the present-past.

The process of 
creating historical 

consciousness
The past:

Memory

The present:
Perception  

The future:
Imagination

Aya, the fern 
(endurance and resourcefulness)
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Dialectics of historical method
Qualitative method

Subjective … the evaluative narrative

Quantitative method
Objective … measured variables

Philosophy of history: 
models of historical change

Chronology: sequencing 
events by time

Metaphysics: teleology 
or a set pattern

Dialectics: conflicting 
forces produce change
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Modes of historical experience
Modes of social cohesion:  The 
critical process is social 
reproduction.  This is about 
how each generation is able to 
reproduce itself and thereby 
maintain continuity into the 
future. 

Modes of social disruption:  
The critical process is conflict, 
the relationship between 
destruction and construction, 
ending the past and creating 
the future.  

Africa
Slave trade

Slavery
Emancipation

Rural tenancy
Great migrations

Urban industry
Structural crisis

Information society

The logic of Black history:
modes of social cohesion, modes of social disruption
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Toward a paradigm of unity
Social 

cohesion
Traditional 

Africa
Slavery

Rural 
life

Urban 
life

Social 
disruption

Slave 
trade

Emanci- 
pation

Migrations

Ideology A1 B1 C1 D1 E1 F1 G1

Nationality A2 B2 C2 D2 E2 F2 G2

Class A3 B3 C3 D3 E3 F3 G3

Race A4 B4 C4 D4 E4 F4 G4

Logic of 
change

Units of 
analysis

http://video.google.com/videopl
ay?docid=5637156470133305
003&q=black+history&total=60
62&start=0&num=10&so=0&ty
pe=search&plindex=0

Sam Cooke,
“A change gonna come”

1931-1964
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W. E. B. DuBois (1868-1963)
Africa
The World and Africa (1947)

Slavery
The Suppression 

of the African Slave Trade (1896)
John Brown (1909)
Black Reconstruction in America (1935)

Rural
The Negroes of Farmville, 

Virginia (1898)
The Negro Landholder of 

Georgia (1901)
The Negro Farmer (1906)

Urban
The Philadelphia Negro (1899)

Carter G Woodson (1875-1950)
Africa
African Heroes and Heroines (1939)

Slavery
Free Negro Owners of Slaves (1924)
Free Negro Heads of Families (1925)
The Mind of the Negro 1800-1860 (1926)
The Education of the Negro prior to

1861 (1915)

Rural
The Rural Negro (1930)

Urban
A Century of Negro Migration (1918)
The Negro as Businessman (1929)
The Negro Wage Earner (1930)
The Negro Professional Man (1934)
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E. Franklin Frazier (1894-1962)
Africa
Race and Culture Contacts 

in the Modern World (1957)

Slavery
The Free Negro Family on Chicago (1932)

Urban
The Negro Family in Chicago (1932)
Negro Youth at the Crossways (1940)
Black Bourgeoisie (1955)

Institutions
The Negro Family in the United Ststes (1939)
The Negro Church in America (1964)

Africa
Slave trade

Slavery
Emancipation

Rural tenancy
Great migrations

Urban industry
Structural crisis

Information society

The logic of Black history:
modes of social cohesion, modes of social disruption
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AFRICA
Historical periodization………...Global impact

Origins………………………………………. Birth of humanity

Ancient civilization………………………...Birth of civilization

Traditional society………………………… Slave trade profits

Industrial society………………………….. Imperialism’s profits

Globalization……………………………….. Genocide

http://video.google.com/videopla
y?docid=-
4031062613202550105&q=blac
k+history&total=6062&start=0&n
um=10&so=0&type=search&plin
dex=8

Gil Scott Heron
on Africa and 
history

(1949-)
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The European slave trade: multiplication of profits by relocating 
forced slave labor (Europe, Africa, New World)
The US slave trade: same profits (US, Africa, Caribbean)

Slavery
The slave 
as a commodity.

Land,
Labor,
Capital

Slave produced cotton
as a commodity.
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http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-
5645134060750722969&q=malcolm+x+history
&total=129&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=sear
ch&plindex=6

Historical consciousness:

The class dialectics of 
the slave community

Malcolm X

Rural tenancy

Renting: 
cash deal

Sharecropping: 
living on credit

Peonage: 
using indebtedness to 
reinvent slavery
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Two Great Migrations:
Push and pull

Rural to urban,
South to North,
agricultural to industrial

Industrial city 
On the job (occupation)

and in the community (neighborhood):

the dialectics of color, class, and culture
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How do you write history?
1. Identify what you want to write about
2. Build bibliography and webliography
3. Gather as much data as possible
4. Establish its chronology
5. Propose a periodization
6. Find organic voices
7. Apply political economy analysis
8. Apply cultural analysis
9. Search for audio-visual material
10. Write up using narrative and numbers

How do you write your next assignment?

1. Read the question and think about the concepts
a.  19th century?  But slavery or tenancy?
b.  Your life? Decades, years, or days?

2. Choose something specific, concrete, and what you know 
about – everyday culture, politics, family, food, music, etc.

3. Describe in detail the past and the present that you are 
comparing.  Use specifics, including pictures and graphics.

4. Analyze what you are comparing using material from the 
previous weeks, especially class culture and consciousness.  
Use the Paradigm of unity to make sure you are using all the 
information you need to fully analyze your subject.
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Toward a paradigm of unity
Social 

cohesion
Traditional 

Africa
Slavery

Rural 
life

Urban 
life

Social 
disruption

Slave 
trade

Emanci- 
pation

Migrations

Ideology A1 B1 C1 D1 E1 F1 G1

Nationality A2 B2 C2 D2 E2 F2 G2

Class A3 B3 C3 D3 E3 F3 G3

Race A4 B4 C4 D4 E4 F4 G4

Logic of 
change

Units of 
analysis

19th Century

21st Century

Dig deep, find similarities and 
differences with the past – you 
(whoever you are) need to 
compare yourself with Black 
people of the 19th century.  Just 
how free are you?
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AFRO 100

Pan
Africanism

Intellectual production is one of the greatest 
achievements of human society.  Your weekly 
papers are setting a pace that if followed will 
lead you to an academic career of success.  
This is halfway, so you need to take stock of 
yourself and challenge yourself to take your 
work to another level.  This is the change of 
seasons.   Fall becomes winter, so some will 
fade and fall behind.  Some people get 
comfortable with a 3 or 4.  But who has the 
heart to go for straight 5’s?  
This is your time.  Act like who you want to be.
Turn in your papers now.

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-7716846244734244744
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The dialectics of 
defining Africa
What is Africa?

Biology versus Culture/class

Where is Africa?
The entire continent versus only South of the Sahara

Who is African?
The indigenous versus the settlers versus the Diaspora

When was Africa?
Ancient versus the traditional versus the colonial

Why is Africa?
Is the future one of liberation or continued oppression?

PanAfricanism is a basic ideology
Analysis: What is the problem 
facing African peoples 
everywhere? 
(“was” and “is”, the present-
past)
Vision: What is the solution to 
ending class/race oppression?
(what “ought” to be, historical 
imagination for the future)
Program: What is the plan to 
create the future that we want?
(organization and methods for 
action, the present-future)

1944-1987
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Ivan Van Sertima
(1935-)

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid
=4272420413485485287&q=ivan+van+s
ertima&total=27&start=0&num=10&so=0
&type=search&plindex=7

The African Diaspora:
Global in scope, concentrated in the Americas
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Identity:
the deepest quest for self-consciousness

Remembering Africa

Imagining Africa

Returning to Africa

Adopting African culture

Back to Africa:
Common form, 
opposite meaning
“The American Colonization 
Society (ACS) was formed in 
1817 to send free African-
Americans to Africa as an 
alternative to emancipation in the 
United States. In 1822, the 
society established on the west 
coast of Africa a colony that in 
1847 became the independent 
nation of Liberia. By 1867, the 
society had sent more than 
13,000 emigrants.”
http://www.4uth.gov.ua/usa/english/facts/afrhist/af

am002.htm
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1884-1885
The infamous Berlin Conference

“The Berlin West African 
Conference was held against the 
backdrop of European territorial 
advances in Africa, which began to 
pick up momentum from 1875 onward. 
The conference established rules for 
the “scramble for Africa” in order to 
prevent armed conflict among 
Europeans. Africans were not invited 
to attend. Both the Belgians and the 
French moved into the lower Congo 
basin in this era; the French also 
expanded their presence along the 
upper Niger. At the conference, 
Britain, France, Germany, and 
Portugal negotiated colonial frontiers 
in Africa. In doing so, they both 
regulated and accelerated the 
scramble.”
http://www.bartleby.com/67/1517.html

Black liberation has always included African Liberation
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EAI_xHY6yWo

1887-1940

Declaration to the Colonial Peoples 
of the World
Fifth Pan-African Congress
Manchester, England, 1945
Written by Kwame Nkrumah 

We believe in the rights of all 
peoples to govern themselves. 
We affirm the right of all colonial 
peoples to control their own 
destiny. All colonies must be free 
from foreign imperialist control, 
whether political or economic. 
The peoples of the colonies must 
have the right to elect their own 
government, a government 
without restrictions form a 
foreign power. We say to the 
peoples of the colonies that they 
must strive for these ends by all 
means at their disposal. 
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Kwame
Nkrumah and
Ghana’s 1957
Independence
http://video.google.com/videoplay
?docid=-
269758001221524571&q=nkruma
h&total=62&start=0&num=10&so=
0&type=search&plindex=1

On left, Kwame Nkrumah (1909-1972);
right, W. E. B. DuBois (1868-1963)

FAWOHODIE

“Independence”

1. That the All-African People's Conference vehemently condemns colonialism
and imperialism in whatever shape or form these evils are perpetuated.

4. That independent African States should pursue in their international policy 
principles which will expedite and accelerate the independence and sovereignty of 
all dependent and colonial African territories.

5. That fundamental human rights be extended to all men and women in Africa 
and that the rights of indigenous Africans to the fullest use of their lands be 
respected and preserved.

6. That universal adult franchise be extended to all persons in Africa regardless of 
race or sex. 

10. That the All-African People's Conference in Accra declares its full support to all 
fighters for freedom in Africa, to all those who resort to peaceful means of non-
violence and civil disobedience, as well as to all those who are compelled to 
retaliate against violence to attain national independence and freedom for the 
people. Where such retaliation becomes necessary, the Conference condemns all 
legislations which consider those who fight for their independence and freedom as 
ordinary criminals.

1958: All African Peoples Conference 
(Ghana, 300 people, 200 organizations)
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1960 Armed struggle in Africa
Mass movement in the US South

South Africa

USA

1960: Africa year
1963: The Organization of African Unity

Leaders of neo-
colonial African 
countries who 
represented political 
independence but 
also economic 
domination

122



9

1968 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NLLsn1f7Tdc

Stokley Carmichael / Kwame Toure
(1941-1998)
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1972-1977
African Liberation Support Committee

Black liberation organizations revived African 
Liberation Day and turned it into a day of 
mass demonsirations in support of African 
Liberation/The great Marxist-nationalist 
debate emerged among Pan-africanists.

1982-1995

124



11

I am an African. 
I am born of the peoples of the continent of Africa. 
The pain of the violent conflict that the peoples of 
Liberia, Somalia, the Sudan, Burundi and Algeria is 
a pain I also bear. 
The dismal shame of poverty, suffering and human 
degradation of my continent is a blight that we 
share. 
The blight on our happiness that derives from this 
and from our drift to the periphery of the ordering 
of human affairs leaves us in a persistent shadow 
of despair. 
This is a savage road to which nobody should be 
condemned. 
This thing that we have done today, in this small 
corner of a great continent that has contributed so 
decisively to the evolution of humanity says that 
Africa reaffirms that she is continuing her rise from 
the ashes. 
Whatever the setbacks of the moment, nothing can 
stop us now! 
Whatever the difficulties, Africa shall be at peace! 
However improbable it may sound to the sceptics, 
Africa will prosper!  (1996)

Thomas Mbeki
President
Republic of South Africa
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Critical issues:
1. Globalization’s impact on 

Africa
a. From cold war 

neocolonialism to re-
colonization

b. War, military rule and social 
melt down of civil society

c. Religious fundamentalism

2. New relations
a. New wave of immigration
b. Dual citizenship
c. Global discourse

3. New wave of resistance
a. Cuba
b. Venezuela
c. Brazil

http://www.brothermalcolm.net/2002/mx_1990/index.html

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-
5527191754711988306&q=miriam+makeba+mayibuye&total=1&start=0&num=10&s
o=0&type=search&plindex=0

Miriam Makeba
Mayibuye (Come back Africa) 
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AFRO 100 Black Nationalism
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The paper you are turning in today 
completes the first half of your assigned 
papers.  It is time to take stock of what level 
of work you are doing and to decide if it is 
possible for you to do any better.  Of 
course this is a decision for you to make.  If 
you are doing as well as you want to do, 
then fine.  If you are not interested and want 
to take a minimal grade then fine.  If you 
want to learn as much s you can, maybe 
make the most of your college, then now is 
the time to make it work and raise the level 
of your effort.

We will discuss the final at the end of class 
today.  Turn your papers in now.  Also, pick 
up a newspaper about Malcolm X.

Black is
Beautiful
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Malcolm x
on black nationalism
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid
=5543511831352860214&q=black+natio
nalism&total=231&start=0&num=10&so=
0&type=search&plindex=0

Africa
Slave trade

Slavery
Emancipation

Rural tenancy
Great migrations

Urban industry
Structural crisis

Information society

The logic of Black history:
modes of social cohesion, modes of social disruption
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What is a nation?

A nation is a 
historically constituted 
stable community of 
people who share 
common 
characteristics:

1.Common territory

2.Common language

3.Common culture

4.Common identity

Nation

Nationality

Ethnic group

Minority

Community

People

State

Tribe

Nina Simone
http://video.google.com/videoplay
?docid=8234457234919861974&
q=nina+simone+mississippi&total
=12&start=0&num=10&so=0&typ
e=search&plindex=0 Mississippi Goddamn!
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The two faces of 
Black nationalism:

a.The Black masses: 
spontaneity for self 
defense (the fight for 
reform and revolution)

b.The Black middle 
class: ideology for 
economic and political 
leadership (the fight for 
reform)
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Staple Singers
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=3510
650740024287155&q=stples+singers&total=43
&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plinde
x=0
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Toward a paradigm of unity
Social 

cohesion
Traditional 

Africa
Slavery

Rural 
life

Urban 
life

Social 
disruption

Slave 
trade

Emanci- 
pation

Migrations

Ideology A1 B1 C1 D1 E1 F1 G1

Nationality A2 B2 C2 D2 E2 F2 G2

Class A3 B3 C3 D3 E3 F3 G3

Race A4 B4 C4 D4 E4 F4 G4

Logic of 
change

Units of 
analysis

Malcolm X as Nationalist Icon
In the tradition:
1. Father and mother
2. Elijah Muhammad
3. Political culture of Harlem
4. Black Power movement
5. African Liberation Movement
6. Black Arts Movement
7. The Autobiography 
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Group Rights vs Individual Rights

Group problems:  African Americans were 
victimized as a group
Group solutions:  Black liberation movement
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-
2939762518320194477&q=malcolm+x&total=10
94&start=50&num=10&so=0&type=search&plind
ex=4

Individual problems:  Some 
people succeed and some fail.
Individual solutions:  Try hard 
to be all you can be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=1GqDe6zN_mk

After the Civil War Black people had a group demand 
for education.  They did not get Black education, they 
went beyond that.  Black people solved their problem 
by getting free public education for everyone!
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The Final
The final is to prepare a book of over 
100 pages.  This involves rewriting 
everyone of your 14 papers.

Original assignment (14 papers, 3 
pages each = 42 pages)

Final (rewrite 14 pages adding one 
page = 56 pages)

Cover, title page, table of contents = 3 
pages

Introduction = 3 pages

Bibliography/webliography = 3 pages

TOTAL = 107 pages  For most of you this will 
be your first book.

Guidelines
1. If you are at an average of 3.5 or 

greater you can still get an A
2. Final rewrites will be based on your 

use of lectures and assigned readings
3. Design counts so be creative in 

naming your book and designing the 
cover

4. Respond to the grading comments
5. Each week write one and rewrite one
6. Qualitative and quantitative
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http://video.google.com
/videoplay?docid=7436
446401675704093&q=
negro+slave+songs&tot
al=17&start=0&num=10
&so=0&type=search&pl
index=1

“The most fundamental beliefs encoded in all human 
cultures include religious beliefs.  People cling to 
their religious beliefs to stabilize the meaning of life in 
an otherwise confusing world of conflict and 
ambiguity.  This is certainly true for African American 
people who have their religion to anchor the 
foundation of community cultural and social life.  The 
Black church is where Black music is based, where 
cultural practices are mastered from such diverse 
activities such as cooking, organizing meetings, and 
leadership skills.  The Black church is the universal 
meeting place for the community, and the minister is 
almost always  a leader in the community, both for 
inetrnal matters and out in the wider society.  To know 
the Black community it is imperative to know the 
Black church and its activities.”

Alkalimat, The African American Experience in Cyberspace, page 159
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RELIGION: More questions than answers
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=7824361008702936179&q=nigeria+r
eligion&total=73&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=3

Religion/church are in society/culture.

1. We have to consider 
historical 
periodization.

2. We have to identify 
Black traditions and 
Black agency for 
change.

3. We have to identify 
the impact of social 
and political 
conditions.

4. We have to listen to 
Black therologians
and religious 
leaders.
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Africa
Slave trade

Slavery
Emancipation

Rural tenancy
Great migrations

Urban industry
Structural crisis

Information society

The logic of Black history:
modes of social cohesion, modes of social disruption
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http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-
3598744069585719049&q=religion+yoruba
&total=25&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=se
arch&plindex=2

Memory of slavery and the
will of the Gods: 

The present-past

1. Where?

2. Who?

3. What?

4. When?

5. Why?

The Yoruba Religion and 
the African Diaspora

a.Nigeria
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-
9170637692759197968&q=nigerian+priestess&t
otal=8&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&pl

index=0

b.Cuba 
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-
8700817069476397151&q=shango+religion&tot
al=5&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plin

dex=0

c.Brazil 
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=87890
67618909923863&q=shango+religion&total=5&

start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=4
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http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=91160908421563
64815&q=T+D+Jakes&total=926&start=10&num=10&so=0
&type=search&plindex=3

The Present:

Religion and/as cultural experience

The slave experience and the slave church

The visible institution The invisible institution
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The Free African Society in America
1787

Richard Allen, 1760-1831 Absolom Jones, 1746 - 1818
Founder of the African Methodist Episcopal Church
1816, Philadelphia (Mother Bethel, 1794)

Founder of the African Protestant Episcopal Church
1794

The Black church:
Institutional foundation of the Black community

1.The buildings
2.The budget
3.The organization
4.The leadership
5.The community 

service
6.The regular 

meetings
7.The cultural 

performances
8.The morality
9.The literacy
10.The tradition
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The African American church in the urban context

1.The storefront church

2.The bought church

3.The built church

Black Power gave birth to Black Liberation Theology

1. Rethink Africa in the history of religion
2. Rethink the identity of Jesus
3. Rethink the relationship between politics and religion
4. Rethink the relationship between body and spirit
5. Rethink the importance of traditional African religion
6. Rethink the importance of the African Diaspora
7. Rethink the role of women in religious leadership
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JESUS:
What did he look like?
What difference does 
it make?  Why do 
some Black people 
insist on Black images 
in religious worship?
Do white gods work?
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http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-
825131597890389087&q=martin+luther+king+god&total=
111&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=8

Malcolm X
http://www.columbia.edu/c
u/ccbh/mxp/video/mx0026v
.ram
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Cornel West
http://video.google.com/videoplay?doc
id=9095194888094955738&q=%22co
rnel+west%22&total=142&start=0&nu
m=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=3

James Cone, Theologian
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=
9003107176884524910&q=james+cone&
total=53&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=s
earch&plindex=0
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Clay Evans
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid
=-
6047384369450592235&q=clay+evans
&total=109&start=0&num=10&so=0&typ
e=search&plindex=4

Martin Luther King + Clay Evans =
Jesse Jackson
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Women have been the foundation of community social and institutional life.  They 
lead in production and the social reproduction.  This amounts to two fulltime jobs. 
However, within the community male supremacy is a major problem today.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rPBH57BWhpE
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What are the issues?
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=48865433
61055468440&q=angela+davis&total=130&start=2
0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=1
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Africa
Slave trade

Slavery
Emancipation

Rural tenancy
Great migrations

Urban industry
Structural crisis

Information society

The logic of Black history:
modes of social cohesion, modes of social disruption

The slave experience of Black women (Intro, Chapter 11)
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Harriet Tubman (1820 – 1913, on the far left)
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=2934891348710328601&q=harrri
et+tubman&total=67&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=3

The rural tenant experience of Black women (Intro, Chapter 11)
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http://video.google.com
/videoplay?docid=-
868112509169231686
9&q=billy+holiday&total
=1390&start=0&num=1
0&so=0&type=search&
plindex=0

The urban Industrial experience of Black women. (Intro, Chapter 11)
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Fannie Lou Hamer 1917 - 1977
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-
8445976437086533723&q=fannie+lou+ham
er&total=10&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=
search&plindex=2

Shirley Chisholm
(1924 – 2005)

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-
4536778843292734101&q=shirley+chisom&total=13&

start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=0
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White Black

Male 33% 17%

Female 29% 19%

Bachelor’s degree or higher

White Black

Male 21%
(5%)

8%
(8%)

Female 8%
(9%)

4%
(14%)

$75,000 or more annual income
($15,000 or less)
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Occupations White male White female Black male Black female

Management, Business, and Financial 18.6 14.7 8.1 9.8

Professional and Related 18.3 26.8 13.6 21.2

Service 10.4 16.7 21.2 27.4

Sales and Related 12.4 12.3 8.5 9.7

Office and Administrative Support 5.8 23.7 9.3 22.3

Farming, Fishing, and Forestry 0.8 0.2 0.6 0.1

Construction and Extraction 9.9 0.3 7.2 0.3

Installation, Maintenance, and Repair 6.8 0.3 5.1 0.4

Production 8.2 3.3 9.9 5.7

Transportation and Material Moving 8.8 1.6 16.5 3

TOTAL 100 100 100 100

www.census.gov

Does the tradition of Black women in
the freedom struggle continue?

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=5769839856218175726&q=assata+shakur&total=28&start=0&num=10&so=0
&type=search&plindex=1
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Mother and son:
Afeni Shakur & 
2pak Shakur

Elizabeth Catlett
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Buzz group

Does capitalism work for 
African Americans?

Why are so few rich and 
so many poor?
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AFRO 100 Socialism

The most dynamic battle of systems in the 20th

century was between capitalism and socialism.

What will be the 
battle in the 21st 
century – the same 
battle or a new 
one?

Adam Smith
1723 - 1790

Karl Marx
1818 - 1883
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Does capitalism
work?

http://video.google.com/videopl
ay?docid=-
4570350677296230641&q=ho
w+does+capitalism+work&total
=53&start=0&num=10&so=0&t
ype=search&plindex=0

Mumia abu Jamal on 
Bush, Capitalism 
and Africa
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=83
49072045620395565&q=how+does+capitali
sm+work+for+african+americans&total=6&st
art=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex

=0
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How do we think 
about capitalism?

1. It is an economic 
system

2. It is an ideology

However in both 
cases the 
question is from 
who’s perspective 
– capital or labor?

Africa
Slave trade

Slavery
Emancipation

Rural tenancy
Great migrations

Urban industry
Structural crisis

Information society

The logic of Black history:
modes of social cohesion, modes of social disruption
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Panafricanist tradition –
foundations for socialism in African culture

Under slavery the fight was to get into the capitalist system.  
This was a revolutionary struggle that took two stages to 
complete:

a. The Civil War (1861-1865) destroyed one form of property and 
created another, from chattle slave to free worker.  This was a 
political change, but no 40 acres and a mule.

b. The vote was won in the 15th amendment (1870) but could not 
be take advantage of until after basic economic change.

c. The mechanical cotton picker (1940’s) was the technological 
change that led to the transformation of agricultural 
production from labor intensive to capital intensive.  The 
value of labor in agriculture declined.

d. Black people entered the industrial capitalist system just as it
was being transformed from imperialism (under the industrial 
system) into globalization (based on the information 
revolution).  Today the value of industrial labor has declined.  
For the first time in history the mass labor of Black people is 
no longer needed to drive the system (21st century).
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Africa
Slave trade

Slavery
Emancipation

Rural tenancy
Great migrations

Urban industry
Structural crisis

Information society

The logic of Black history:
modes of social cohesion, modes of social disruption

What capital have Black 
people ever had?

Slavery   ?

Rural tenancy?

Urban industry?

Information society?

What is capital?  It is a profit making investment, not 
money. 

How is profit made – buy cheap, sell dear.  The two 
battle grounds are natural resources and labor.
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1. The vast majority of Black 
people have been working 
people, owning little productive 
property, and just a little 
personal property.

2. The Black middle class used to 
be small entrepreneurs (self 
employed and family labor) but 
not full fledged capitalists.

3. There have been some few 
exceptions.  There have been 
Black capitalists.

4. Today the Black middle class is 
more located in the professions 
and in some form of corporate 
business not autonomous 
ownership (e.g. McDonalds).

Paul Robeson
http://video.google.com/videoplay?
docid=2247802606838347642&q=
paul+robeson&total=395&start=0&
num=10&so=0&type=search&plind
ex=1
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The essay is really about 
why do people with no 
capital commit to 
capitalism?

a. Better to have a 
system that benefits a 
few and not the many?

b. Can we evaluate US 
capitalism only within 
its borders or also 
how people live in 
places controlled by 
the US? 

c. Its the best we can do.

d. Things will get better 
for everyone.

The spirit of socialism
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=2077994787368492862&q=w+e+b+duboi
s+socialism&total=2&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=0

Heal and feed the people, 
judge not lest ye be judged, 

the meek will inherit the earth
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Buzz group:
Does capitalism help everyone?  Why not?

Was Jesus more of a socialist or a capitalist?
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The Emancipation Debate

AFRO 100
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Modes of social cohesion –
ideological dogma

1. Panafricanism
2. Nationalism
3. Liberation Theology
4. Feminism/womanism
5. Socialism

Modes of social disruption –
ideological debate

1. The emancipation debate
2. The self-determination debate
3. The Black liberation debate

Africa
Slave trade

Slavery
Emancipation

Rural tenancy
Great migrations

Urban industry
Structural crisis

Information society

The logic of Black history:
modes of social cohesion, modes of social disruption
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I am aware that many object to the 
severity of my language; but is there 
not cause for severity? I will be as 
harsh as truth, and as uncompromising 
as justice. On this subject, I do not 
wish to think, or to speak, or write, with 
moderation. No! no! Tell a man whose 
house is on fire to give a moderate 
alarm; tell him to moderately rescue 
his wife from the hands of the ravisher; 
tell the mother to gradually extricate 
her babe from the fire into which it has 
fallen; – but urge me not to use 
moderation in a cause like the present. 
I am in earnest – I will not equivocate –
I will not excuse – I will not retreat a 
single inch – AND I WILL BE HEARD. 
The apathy of the people is enough to 
make every statue leap from its 
pedestal, and to hasten the 
resurrection of the dead.William Lloyd Garrison

1805 - 1879
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Main political options (Free)

1. Negotiate 
(Frederick Douglas)

2. Emigrate 
(Martin Delaney)

3. Fight 
(David Walker)

David Walker
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=5345695403913825685&q=david+wal
ker+appeal&total=9&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=0
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Main political options under slavery:
1. Negotiate (Frank McWorter)
2. Emigrate (Sojourner Truth and Harriet 

Tubman
3. Fight (Nat Turner and the slave rebellions)

Nat Turner
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-
6100744439773233687&q=nat+turner+slav
e+revolt&total=5&start=0&num=10&so=0&t

ype=search&plindex=0
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Key questions:
1. Is there a difference 

between running away 
versus escaping?

2. How did the slave 
system define its 
property?

3. How did Black 
ideology define Black 
identity?

4. What difference did 
ideology make in the 
actual struggle of the 
day?

It's calm yet wild the style that I speak Just filled with facts and you will never get 
weak in the heart In fact you'll start to illuminate, knowledge to others in a song Let 
me demonstrate the force of knowledge, knowledge reigned supreme The ignorant 
is ripped to smithereens What do you mean when you say I'm rebellious 'Cause I 
don't accept everything that you're telling us What are you selling us the creator 
dwellin' us I sit in your unknown class while you're failing' us I failed your class 
'cause I ain't with your reasoning You're tryin' make me you by seasoning Up my 
mind with see Jane run, see John walk in a hardcore New York It doesn't exist no 
way, no how It seems to me that in a school that's ebony African history should be 
pumped up steadily, but it's not and this has got to stop, See Spot run, run get Spot 
Insulting to a Black mentality, a Black way of life Or a jet Black family, so I include 
with one concern, that You must learn 

I believe that if you're teaching history Filled with straight up facts no mystery Teach 
the student what needs to be taught 'Cause Black and White kids both take shorts 
When one doesn't know about the other ones' culture Ignorance swoops down like a 
vulture 'Cause you don't know that you ain't just a janitor No one told you about 
Benjamin Banneker A brilliant Black man that invented the almanac Can't you see 
where KRS is coming at With Eli Whitney, Haile Selassie Granville Woods made the 
walkie-talkie Lewis Latimer improved on Edison Charles Drew did a lot for medicine 
Garrett Morgan made the traffic lights Harriet Tubman freed the slaves at night 
Madame CJ Walker made a straightenin comb But you won't know this is you 
weren't shown The point I'm gettin' at it it might be harsh 'Cause we're just walkin' 
around brainwashed So what I'm sayin' is not to diss a man we need the 89 school 
system One that caters to a Black return because You must learn 
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Advertisement for a run away slave

Characteristics: gender, age, height, color, clothes
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ad source date color gender class culture consciousness
one
two
three
fouor
five

METHOD FOR ANALYSIS OF AD FOR ESCAPEES FROM SLAVERY

Use an excel spreadsheet to aggregate your data
1. You should find five ads
2. Indicate where you found the ads (e.g., the URL)
3. When was the date of the ad?
4. List all characteristics of each person
5. Make sure one characteristic is the same for all five

four

The 12th essay
1. Select five advertisements that all share 

one feature – gender, age, color, skill, etc.  
Give the source for each ad, and include a 
copy of the ad in an appendix.

2. What interpretation might be given about 
these escapees based on each of the five 
ideological positions:

a. Panafricanism
b. Nationalism
c. Liberation theology
d. Feminism
e. Socialism
3.   Don’t speak in general terms.  Give an 

analysis of your specific ads.
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Intro 100: The
Self-Determination

Debate
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Bob Marley, Redemption song
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-

2805162139319335653&q=freedom+songs&total=9720&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=5

Timetable for the end of term
November 27 TODAY, 13th Lecture, Turn in 12th paper

November 29 13th Discussion, Return graded papers

December 4 14th and final lecture, Turn in 13th paper

December 6 14th Discussion, TURN IN 14TURN IN 14THTH PAPERPAPER, 
Return graded papers

December 7 FRIDAY – PICK UP 14TH PAPER AT 
NOON, AFRO HOUSE, 1201 NEVADA 

December 10 1:30 TURN IN FINAL PROJECTS AT 
AFRO HOUSE, 1201 NEVADA 
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REWRITE:  This includes the following:
respond to all comments on your paper
add graphics and numbers to all papers
cite at least the text and/or the lecture in each paper
add one additional page to each paper

INTRODUCTION:  Answer four questions in at 
least 2 pages:

To what extent did this course meet your 
expectations, did you learn?

Evaluate your experience with writing weekly 
papers?

How would you improve the course?
Finally, did you discuss any aspect of this 

course with your family or friends, and how 
did that turn out?

BINDING: Kinkos (6th and Wright) use coil 
binding.

Title Page Title (in all caps)

By
Your name

Submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements
for the course AFRO 100 Introduction to African American Studies

in the African American Studies and Research Program
in the College of Arts and Sciences of the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Professor Abdul Alkalimat
Teaching Assistant NAME

date
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Table of Contents
(Total = > 100 pages)

1. Introduction (3 pages)

2. Revised Papers (1 - 14)
(add one page to each)

3. Original Papers (1 - 14)

4. Bibliography

5. Webliography

UIUC Thesis Handbook
http://www.grad.uiuc.edu/thesis/thesis
handbook/appendixB.asp

Africa
Slave trade

Slavery
Emancipation

Rural tenancy
Great migrations

Urban industry
Structural crisis

Information society

The logic of Black history:
modes of social cohesion, modes of social disruption
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The national question
1.Africans in America became African Americans 

over two centuries in the US South.

2.African Americans were also forced to live in 
urban ghettoes.

3.Special problems require special solutions 
(group or individual solutions?).

4.Who should decide on the solution?
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-
7146193359930662123&q=black+college+students&total=628&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=0

Nations and self-determination
1.The US was the first colonized nation to fight 

and get free in the modern era – 1776.  But 
slavery did not end!

2.International law and morality gives every 
nation the right of self-determination.

3.What is self determination?

4.What is national self-determination in the era 
of globalization?
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Black Self-Determination and Social Revolution
1. Black oppression has always been the most severe but 

never the only group oppression, e.g., other nations, 
gender, etc.

2. When Black people organize and mobilize to fight for 
democracy and justice other groups activate to solve their 
problems as well.

3. There is a difference between reform and revolution.  
a.  Reform – changing some thing, but the basic system 
stays intact.
b.  Revolution – a fundamental change in the system.

4. There have been two revolutionary moments in Black 
history:
a.  Middle of the 19th century – the end of slavery
b.  Beginning of the 21st century – the end of capitalism

Giants of the African American Self-determination Debate

W. E. B. DuBois

Booker T. Washington

Marcus Mosiah Garvey
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William Edward Burghardt DuBois
1868 - 1963

He wrote 22 books, five novels, 
and established four journals

“In the course of his long, turbulent 
career, W. E. B. DuBois attempted 
virtually every possible solution to 
the problem of twentieth-century 
racism – scholarship, propaganda, 
intregration, cultural and economic 
separatism, politics, international 
communism, expatriation, third 
world solidarity.” David Lewis 

W. E. B. DuBois
Culture and biography

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=860389765422460547&q=w+e+b+dubois&total=62&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=5
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1868 Born, Great 
Barrington, Mass.

1888 Graduates from 
Fisk, BA

1890 2nd BA from 
Harvard

1895 PhD Harvard

1909 Founder of 
NAACP

1919 Begins leading the 
PanAfrican Congress 
Movement

1945 Begins the 
Encyclopedia project

1951 Federal trial for 
being a revolutionary

1961 Leaves the US for 
Ghana

1963 dies a citizen of 
Ghana

Chronology of W. E. B. DuBois

http://www.international.ucla.ed
u/africa/mgpp/sound.asp

In his own words…
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Chronology of Marcus Garvey

1887 Born, St. Ann’s 
Parish Jamaica

1900 Became a 
printers apprentice

1907 Elected President 
of Printers Union

1914 Founded the 
UNIA

1915 Corresponds with 
Booker T Washington 
but he dies before 
Garvey can visit.

1916 Arrives New 
York, visits DuBois

1918 Founds The 
Negro World

1920 UNIA claims 4 
million members, 
Convention of 
25,000 at Madison 
Square Garden

1923 Garvey Sent 
to prison

1940 Garvey dies

Marcus Mosiah Garvey
Culture and biography

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=6731754975745425990&q=marcus+garvey&total=315&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=1
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Marcus Garvey
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-

2302608850097366357&q=marcus+garvey&total=316&start=10&num=10&so=0&ty
pe=search&plindex=1

Legacy

“Think about it: We went into 
slavery pagans; we came out 
Christians.  We went into slavery 
pieces of property; we came out 
Americans citizens.  We went into 
slavery with chains clanking about 
our wrists; we came out with the 
American ballot in our 
hands….Notwithstanding the 
cruelty and moral wrong of slavery, 
we are in a stronger and more 
hopeful condition, materially, 
intellectually, morally, and 
religiously, than is true of an equal 
number of Black people in any 
other portion of the globe.”
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Chronology of Booker T. Washington

1856 Born, Hale’s 
Ford, Virginia

1872 enrolls, 
Hampton Institute

1881 open Tuskegee 
as first Principal

1895 Atlanta 
Compromise speech

1896 Harvard 
University honorary 
MA

1900 founds National 
Negro Business 
League

1901 autobiography Up 
From Slavery

1912 began working 
with Rosenwald Fund, 
led to 5,000 schools

1915 Died

1940 1st African 
American on a US 
stamp

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-
7177140588782523287&q=lift+every+voice+and+sing&total=76&star
t=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=0
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---Feminism

--+Socialism

-++Panafricanism

+++Liberation theology

+++Nationalism

WashingtonGarveyDuBois

The ideological debate

Critical issues:
1. Segregation seemed a 

permanent part of the 
American system.

2. Black people needed some 
way of solving problems

3. Three options:

a.  Accept segregation and 
disenfranchisement but build 
an economy for self 
sufficiency. (BTW)

b.  Fight for Civil Rights and 
social justice (WEBD)

c.  Emigrate to Africa (MG)
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Black Liberation

AFRO 100
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Ancient African manuscript archive in Timbuktu
(Documents dating from the 1500’s)

TIME-table for the end of term
December 4 14th and final lecture, Turn in 13th paper

December 6 14th Discussion, TURN IN 14TURN IN 14THTH PAPERPAPER, 
All (9, 10, & 11) at AFRO House 

December 7 FRIDAY – PICK UP 14TH PAPER AT 
NOON, AFRO HOUSE, 1201 NEVADA 

December 10 1:30 TURN IN FINAL PROJECTS
AFRO HOUSE, 1201 NEVADA
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All Thursday Discussion Sections

December 6th
CHANGE OF LOCATION

9, 10, and 11 am sessions to

AFRO House, 1201 Nevada (at Goodwin)

REWRITE:  This includes the following: 
respond to all comments on your paper, 
add graphics and numbers to all papers, 
cite at least the text and/or the lecture in 
each paper, add one additional page to 
each paper

INTRODUCTION:  Answer four questions 
in at least 2 pages: To what extent did this 
course meet your expectations, did you 
learn?  Evaluate your experience with 
writing weekly papers?  How would you 
improve the course?  Finally, did you 
discuss any aspect of this course with 
your family or friends, and how did that 
turn out?

BINDING: Kinkos (6th and Wright) use 
coil binding.
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Title Page Title (in all caps)

By
Your name

Submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements
for the course AFRO 100 Introduction to African American Studies

in the African American Studies and Research Program
in the College of Arts and Sciences of the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Professor Abdul Alkalimat
Teaching Assistant NAME

date

Table of Contents
(Total = > 100 pages)

1. Introduction (3 pages)

2. Revised Papers (1 - 14)
(add one page to each)

3. Original Papers (1 - 14)

4. Bibliography

5. Webliography

UIUC Thesis Handbook
http://www.grad.uiuc.edu/thesis/thesishandbook/appendixB.asp
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Africa
Slave trade

Slavery
Emancipation

Rural tenancy
Great migrations

Urban industry
Structural crisis

Information society

The logic of Black history:
modes of social cohesion, modes of social disruption

Martin Luther King

1929 born in Atlanta, 
Georgia

1948 graduated from 
Morehouse College

1955 PhD and MIA
1957 Ghana independence, 

SCLC
1963 March on Washington
1968 Assasinated
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Martin Luther King,
The March on Washington Speech

1. Lincoln’s promise, 100 years later
a. Segregation and discrimination
b. Poverty
c. Exiled at home

3.  Goal
a. Democracy
b. NOW
c. Being satisfied

4.  I have a dream
a. An American dream
b. Color of skin vs content of character
c. Sisters and brothers
d. Despair vs hope

5.  Let freedom ring!

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-
8628026720413462032&q=i+have+a+drfeam&tota
l=16558&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&pli
ndex=1
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King had a critique of this country
http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/popular_requests/voice_of_king.htm

http://video.google.com/videoplay?do
cid=3675650126403269785&q=marti
n+luther+king&total=3465&start=30&
num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex
=7
King comments on 
criticisms from Malcolm X 
in intereview with 
Kenneth Clarke

Ideological struggle/political unity
Is the untold story 
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1925 born, Omaha, 
Nebraska

1946 sent to prison
1948 converts to 

Islam, joins NOI
1964 leaves the NOI, 

Hajj to Mecca
1965 assasinated

Ballot or the Bullet
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-
5916092872599389145&q=malcolm+x+ballot+or+bullet&tota
l=11&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=5
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Malcolm X ax Oxford University
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=1039445762812766324&q=malcolm+x

&total=1271&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=6
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AFRO 100 FALL 2007 FINAL
The final project should be delivered to AFRO House (1201 Nevada) at the scheduled time for the final

Monday, December 10th at 1:30 p.m.       (FREE PIZZA)

 

REWRITE: This includes the following:

respond to all comments on your paper

add graphics and numbers to all papers

cite at least the text and/or the lecture in each paper

add one additional page to each paper

TITLE PAGE:

Be creative with the title. Make a statement about you and the content of the course. 
Use a graphic or some kind of design

TABLE OF CONTENTS:

Introduction

Final papers (then list one to fourteen, a - n)

Original papers (then list from one to fourteen)

Bibliography

Webliography

INTRODUCTION: Answer four questions in at least 2 pages:

To what extent did this course meet your expectations, did you learn?

Evaluate your experience with writing weekly papers?

How would you improve the course?

Finally, did you discuss any aspect of this course with your family or friends, and how did that
turn out?

BINDING: Kinkos (6th and Wright) use coil binding.

Remember, use a specific form of scholarly writing (form) because this is a formal project and therefore pay attention
to the form and structure of your paper, including footnotes, references, etc. Think of yourself as a scholar when you write
this.

NOTE: When you deliver your final project we will be taking a picture of you with your book, 

7. Instructions for final project 
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2 of 2 12/25/2007 6:41 PM

so come prepared to be photographed with your final.

FOR THE BEST PAPERS:
We will be asking students with the ten best papers to allow us to enter them into the annual
contest for best student work at AFRO, and to finally deposit them in a special archival collection of excellent work by
students.
This is voluntary so you can choose to participate or not.
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8. Final projects photo gallery 

 
 

 
 



 199

 
 

 
 



 200

 
 

 
 



 201

 
 

 
 



 202

 
 

 
 



 203

 
 

 
 



 204

 
 

 
 



 205

 
 

 
 
 



 206

 
 

 
 



 207

 
 

 
 




